Modeſty Reſolved. 


IX. 


*. Whether i in Jaltice or re & "JP the presby⸗ 
terian Party ſhould be rejected and deprelied, or 
. and encouraged? 


Whether, and how far the Presbyterian Party may 
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more deſirable and more agreeable to the State 


bp Party, and the total ſubverſi on 1 of the other? 
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be protected and ge, and the Epiſcopal not 
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and equal Accommodation, be not in it ſelf 
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BAT Advantages have been made of our unhappy 
Dipiſions by the common Invader of the Liberties of 


Hand may pour in its healing Balm in vain, if every raſh Zea- 
lot is free to tear open the Wonnd, and make our Breaches wider, 


"= Our late Sovereign King WILLIAM of Glorious Memory. 
uſed his utmoſt Endeavours to reconcile his diſagreeing Subjects, 
and one f the laſt things he recommended to the Parliament, 
was the Union of the two Kingdoms, Her preſent Majeſty 
| ſeems highly ſenſible how neceſſary it is hoſe fatal Differences. 
ſhould be compoſed, which have hung like a dead weight upon the 
Cuunſelt of her Predeceſſors ; and in her moſt Gracious Speech 
hat h declared, Sheſhall always wiſh that no difference of 
Opinion among thoſe that are equally affected to her 
Service, may be the occaſion of Heats and Animoſities 
among themſelves, . And ſurely it will not a little ad- 
Vance this ſo much defired Accommodation, to remove ſome 
Prejudices, which have been entertained without juſt Cauſe (as 
is conceived) againſt the Presbyterian Principles and Practices, 
and ſo bring the two Parties to a more Chriſtian. Opinion of each 
other. Their Principles have been repreſented as inconſiſtent 
with Monarchy; their Form of Church-Diſcipline traduced, as 
little better than the Inquiſition ; and others, who. have but 
ſligbtiy enquired into the Grounds of their Separation, are ready to 
impute thein Want of Compliance to the Conſideration of ſome ſe> 
e e > WEE cular- 


Europe, are obvious to every conſiderate Perſon. The Royal. 
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EB = — cular Intereſt only. And as on one . t, the Prelaits have 
x been raſhly cenſured, as inclining ta Rome; ; fat here are, who 
3 no leſs injurionſly charge all the wild Extravagancies of the Sec- 
turies upou the Presbyterians. Theſe and ſeveral other matters 
f Conſequence are denſe in the following Diſcourſe withlall | 
Bre vity and Candour. "1 The Author fairly days down the Opi- 
unions of bis Party; and having proved they act upon the (on- 
victions of Reaſun and (vnſcience, le infers,” the \Govern- 
ment ought not in Juſtice or Policy "to-oppreſs:*em';: toncluding 
with this Aſſertion, that there in a Poſſabilityiof ſupporting and 
ph, encouraging the Presbyterian' Party, without Se juſt 464 
5 1 Diſcontent to tbe Epiſcab all. 
I Auſt not diſſemgte, that thy Pur whs under) tho the 
15 Re toration 3: and as the Face. of Affairs hath been ** 
and wonderfally changed finde that Time, "tis probable many 
1 things here may be ontdated.-\ Maliig ſome e e 0 
OO  - thisg; the Reader willn ſae t he moſt lone: Er mContyo= 
j touched ubom; und bam chf none will be diſappointed, 
| except: thoſe, | we bade been taught to reliſh nothing but Rau. 
cCeur and Scurrility. Such unill better find their account in our 


Moderu Pampers, For: 1 donbt the: Temper and: Moderation of 


this will ne er pleaſe. em. The Aulbor hal ng ot ber Niem in * 


Writing,” beſides the promoting the Peuce and: Welfare of lu 
Country, upon this Aﬀerance, that till we are ſacerely and firm- 
h united among our n we cannot expeeFto be: conſiderabie 
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INTRODUCTION. | 


T E Kingdoms of England, Scotland and pho. ogg Bon: 
Ireland, /egal/y united in one King, but by Pe 6 


Violence ſuljecled to one Uſurped Power of the Royal Family 
| | accounted for. 


different Forms ſucceſſively, were for divers 
late jears reeling to and fro like a drunken Man, and driven hither 
and thither like a Ship in a troubled Sea, The entient Fundamental 
Conſtitution being overturn d, thoſe who took to themſelves the Go- 


vernment, had gitten à plenary Poſſeſſion of all the Strength by Sea 
and Land, detedted all Conſpiracies, quaſhed all In ſurrections; and by 


Policy, Induſtry, and wonderful Succeſs, became formidable at honre 


and abroad. The People ſorely bruiſed by a tedious Givil War, were 


glad of ſome preſent Eaſe, and generally deſired nothing more than to 


lie down in veſt and peace ʒ likewiſe the more conſiderate part of Men, 


7% : 
3 

Fn 

\ y 1 #8 
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tho little ſatiified in tle preſent ſtate, yet fearing other Extremes, were 
nothing forward to endeavour a total Change, but thought it moſt ad- 
zi ſable to take things as they were, and to bring them, if it were poſſe 
ble, to ſome reaſonable Temper and Conſiſtence. Notwithſtanding theſe 


Advantages, the Powers then in being could never ſettle in a fixed 


| ſtable poſture, and thoſe who took the firſt turn, namely, that Frag- 


ment of the Commons Houſe, could by no means advance or get ground 
in any degree towards it. For beſides the general hatred of their Oſar- 


pation and ſelfiſh Practices, their Republican Form, and their Deſigns 
touching Religion were wholly alien from the diſpoſition of theſe Na- 


= tions. He, who put them down from their Seats, and exalted himſelf 


in their room, reducing the Government to a ſingle Perſon and à Par- 
| liament, 


* 


liament, ſet up an Image of the antient Form, unto which the greater 
number were not unwilling to bow down, not out of good-will to the 
Perſon, but for the Forms ſake, and hope of Order; and by Hs able 
Conduct of Affairs, be became leſs hated and more feared than at the 
firſt, yet not beloved: His chiefeſt Grandees in Council and Army 
he made nothing to caſhier, when they appeared to take check at his 
"Proceedings, and ſo he ſeemed to have made a fair progreſs in the 
eftabliſhing of his nem Dominion. Hut the truth is, that Party, and 
thoſe means" Ly which ke obtained the Power, weuld in no wiſe permit 
him to make it ſure: His Army was not like that of. Cæſar, who had 
no other aim than to make their General Lord of the Roman World, 
and to ſhare in his Fortunes: but it was ated by working Spirits, 
zealous of peculiar Notions touching things both Religions and Civil, 
utterly repugnant to the way of general Satisfaction and National Set- 
tlement. And not only thoſe of the ſtanding Army, but the whole 
Body of that irregular Party throughout the N ation, did generally op- 
poſe the Kingſhip of this * Perſon, who was their Head and Chief, con- 
ceiving that the beſt inſuring of their Intereſt was not by way of legal 
Stability, but Sword. ſecurity, This old Leven their chief Com- 
mander could not purge out, and this Veteran Party could not with 
| ſafety be abandoned or neglected, until a larger tra# of Time might 
eget a better Confidence between him and the ſober part of the People. 
But in this unſettled poſture, being taken off by Death, he leaves all to 
4 Succeſſor, depending rather upon the Courteſy of the preſent Grandees, 
and the Peoples peaceable Inclination, than any potent Abilities or In- 
tereſt of hicown. Aﬀter a while the wild Spirit of the Army, before 
manacled, brake looſe, and inſtantly diſſolved the whole frame of that 


nem Model. Fortbwith they run into inextricable Errors and Maze, 


through unſtable and head. long Counſels they do and uno, build up 
and pull down the ſame things, and are always reeling upon the brink, 
of a Precipice. And at laſt to haſten an inevitable Ruin, the Army 
and Party. combined with it is divided againſt it ſelf, the bonds of 
Union are broken, and things brought into extreme diſorder by a Spirit 
F Ambition, Giddineſs, -Perverſeneſs, Fury, © 
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WTDe Nation grows impatient of theſe Confuſions, and 3 juſt 
1 5 n udigna- 
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Indignation at the Diſgrace and Scorn caſt upon it by ſuch ridiculous 
Changes and abſurd Motions in Government. Conſiderate Men ſaw 
plainly, that the ſtate of England was grown poor and feeble, and 
muſt needs languiſh more and more till it hath no Strength left to reſiſt 
any Invader, or to ſubſiſt under its own Charge and * Burden, The 
Thoughts of Men in general ſiæ upon the exild Royal Family as alone 
ſacred to Soveraignty, and alone able by reaſon of its extenſive aud 


grounded Intereſt to hold and manage it, In this jun@ure of time the 


unruly Motions and Projeds of the prevailing part of the Army re- 
ceived ſome check by a Chieftain of high Truſt, yet not of the Ar my- 


ſpirit. Preſently the three Kingdoms gaze upon him, miſ{iyg what is 
| the deſign, and what may be the iſſue of his ſingle Oppoſition : Being a 


Per ſoz: deliberate, reſerved and reſolute, by ambignous Expre,/ons and 


winding Traverſes he amnſes all Parties, and feels his way ſlep by ſtep, 


till he finds when to declare and where to fix himſelf, At length a full 


Tide of concurring Accidents carries kim to a cloſure with the ſober 
part of the Parliamentary Party, who from firſt to laſt intended only 
a Reformation, and due regulation of things in Church and State, but 


abhorred the thought of deſtroying the King, or changing the Funda- 


mental Laws of the Kingdom. Whereupon the Doors were ſet open to 
the re-admiſſion of the Secluded Members, which neceſſarily drew after 
it the reſtoring of King, Lords and Commons, according to the antient 


Conſtitution, Nor was it poſſible in that ſtate of things that any other 
Party could peaceably bring about this much deſired and long expected 
end: For the Soldiery however changed and much qualified, were not 


fo manageable as to have indured the ſtirring. of thoſe who were then 


called Ropaliſts, but in any ſuch appearance they were in all, reaſan 
likely to have deſerted their General, and from that rooted Principle 


of Self preſervation to have taken ſuch Ways and (onnſels as might put 


things to à ſtand, if not to the utmost hazard. But thoſe prudent and 
ſober. minded Patriots being re-aſſembled after ſo long Excluſton., to put 
a Period to thoſe Diſorders, did not only prevent the 228 J 
but alſo beget a good meaſure of quietneſi and confidence in the Minds 
of that Party which conſcientiouſly adhered to them in the firſt Cauſe 


| aſſerted by both Houſes of Parliament, in as much as theſe longed for 


2 nothing 


not hing more, t ban the ſecuring of the irue Refore'd Proteſtant Reli. 
gion, and their Civil Rights and Liberties upon the aniient Foundations, 
and eſteemed the Legal Settlement of the Kirgdom 10 be that regu- 


lar way wherein they might exped that God ſhould meet them, and 


| Bleſs them, and give them Peace, and wherein (whatever happens) they 
ſhould find Security and Satis fad ion to their own Conſciences, 
Thus the Divine Providence having firſt prepared the way, brings 


back King Charles the Second, drawn in the ſwiſteſt Chariots, even 


the affeTions of his willing people, and amidſt their triumphant ac- 
 clamations peaceably ſets him upon the Throne of his Royal Progeni- 


tors, And there let him long ſit and reign, and let his Houſe and 
Kingdom be eſtabliſhed throughout all Ages, And verily in this great 


turning time it is of the higheſt importance to enquire how the King 


and Kingdom, who in ſo wonderful manner have been reſtored to each 


other, may be put into a ſtable poſſeſſion of peace, happineſs and ſecu- 


rity, unto all mutual complacency and ſatii faction. 


Aer a dreadful Earthquake ſhaking all the Powers of the Ring- 


dom, and overturning the very Foundations, and after a new frame 


of things erected ſtanding for divers years, and ſeemingly ſtated 
for perpetuity, the Regal Family and Government is raiſed up again, 
not by the power or policy of that Party who fought under the Banner 
of his late Majeſty in the Wars, between Him and both Houſes of 


Parliament; but by the reſtleſi deſire of the Nation, and the vigo- 
row acting. of the City of London, with the concurrence of the Se- 


cluded Members of the Long Parliament, in conjunGion with that 


Renowned Perſon who then held the power of the Sword : Which it 
pleaſed the King to take notice of according to His Princely Conde- 
 ſeenſion in His Graciows Speech to the Houſe of Peers, for haſtening 
the Ad of Indempnity. {| My Lords, if you do not join with 
Mein extinguiſhing thoſe Fears which keep Mens Hearts awake, 
and apprehenſive of Safety and Security, you keep Me from 
performing my Promiſe, which if I had not made, I am perſua- 
| Jed that neither I nor you had been now here: I pray you let 
Us not deceive thoſe who brought Us, or permitted Us to come 
together.] 1 ee: | Dogs 
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u M. jeſiy, thus brought backto a willing and free: ſpirited Peo- 


ple by their own Adi, bebold his undoubted Intereſt ſet forth to his 


Hand, and made plain before him, which in no other, than a well tem- 


pered and compoſed State of Affairs both Religious and Civil in all 
his Dominions, by the aboliſhing of former differences, and the re- 
conciling of all reconcilable "Parties 5 and eſpecially of thoſe Grand 
Parties, which (if made one) do upon the matter carry the whole Na- 


tion. And this bis Majeſty's Viſdom hath already obſerved in that 


excellent Proclamation againſt Vitious, Debauched and Profane Per- 


ſons in theſe words | That the Reconciliation and Union of 


Hearts and Affections, can only with God's Bleſſing make us re- 
joice in each other, and keep our Enemies from rejoicing. ] And 
this is the earneſt Eæpectalion and Hope of the Religious, and well 


affected to public Tranquillity, That the King, our Supreme Head 


and Governor, whoſe gracious Diſpoſition doth not ſuffer him to cleave 
to any divided part of his Subjects, and to reje@ others that are alike 
Loyal, will as a Common Father, protect and cheriſh all thoſe that 
are found capable and worthy, and become our great Moderator by bis 


Authority and Wiſdom, to leſſen Differences, and allay Animoſities be- 


tween Diſſenting * Brethren, which already agree in the main Points 


of Religion. I hat was it that brought home His Majeſty with ſuch 


impetuous Affection, and Impatience of Delay, even in thoſe as well 
a others, who muſt needs know that an abatement of their particular 
Intereſt would follow? What was it (I ſay) but a clear Knowledg 
and Foreſight, that all would run to rack and ruin, unleſs the Publick 
State did ſeitle ſpeedily upon a National Bottom, which could not be any | 


other than the antient Royal Family? Wherefore let our Hearts re- 
Joice that our Dread Soveraign proceeds to build his Deſigns, not up- 


on the Intereſt of any one Party, tho numerous and powerful, but up- 


on the common Tranquillity and Security of the Nation: $0 by the 
Bing of God be will continne a happy and mighty King over a hap- 
pp and contented People, who will eſteem him their. Wealth, and. 


Strength and Stability; becauſe they know, that none but He, under 


| God, can makethem happy; and that they can center and bottom om 
none but him, | TOY 


SECT. 
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| he 2 The Caſe Nated. 


X MON the various diſagreeing Parties within this King- 
dom, which ſeem to render it an indigeſted Maſs of Peo- 
ple 5 two main Ones appear above the reſt, of fo large an Inte- 
reſt, that if by any means they might become no more twain, 
but one, they would take in, and carry along the whole Stream 
and Strength of the Nation. And theſe two are the Epiſcopal and 
Presbyterian Parties, each of them lay ing claim to the Prote- 
ſtant Religion. And undoubtedly whilſt theſe two remain di- 
vided, the Kingdom of Exgland, and the Proteſtant Religion is 
divided againſt it fel This Diſ union is removed either by the 
Abolition of one Party, or by the Coalition of both into one. 
The former, if ſu ppoſed poſſible, cannot be accompliſhed but by 
violent and perillous ways and means. The latter is brought to 
paſs by Accommodation or mutual yielding. Moreover there is 
a third way imaginable, Toleration indulged to the weaker Side. 


g In which of theſe ways lies the true Intereſt of the King and 
Kingdom is the great Caſe of the Time, and the Subject of this 
3 Difcourſe, which preſumes not to inform his Majeſty, but in ſub- 
ordination unto his declared Moderation, and Condeſcenſion, en- 
ue deavours, by ſhewing things as they are, to convince and per- 
l ade intereſted Perſons, that the Pacification begun for this Iz 
i terim may be entire and. perfect, and fully ſettled for perpetual U- 
Fo nity, The whole matter reſts upon three main Enquiries, © 


I. Qu. Whether in Juſtice or Reaſon of State the Presbyterian 
Pariy ſbould be rejected and depreſſed, or protected and incouraged 2 


IR II. Ob. Whether the Presbyterian Party may be proteò ed and in 
couraged, and the Epiſcopal not deſerted nor diſobliged? = 
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| Il. Qu. Whether the upholding of 50h „ by a juſt and equal | 


Accommodation, be not init ſelf more deſirable and more agree- 
ble to ihe State of England, than the abſolute exalting of the 


. 


one Party, aud the total Subverſion of the other? 


And here let none prejudg the matter by reaſon of the Name 
Preibyterian, which with ſome is rendred odious; but let the 


Character hereafter given be heedfully obſerved. Let none 


take offence at the Name of Prelate or Prelatiſt, which is not 


uſed. for Envy but for diſtinction's (ake. Moreover, the Reaſons 


why the firſt Inquiry is propounded on the *Presbyterians behalf, 


are, becauſe Epiſcopacy now. ftands on the riſing ground, and 


ſeems to have noneed of an Advocate, Alſo the Presbyterians 


aim not at an ample, ſplendid and potent State; but at Liberty 
and Security in their lower Orb; and chiefly becauſe they are 


by ſome miſrepreſented, and by many miſapprehended and pre- 
condemned as inconſiſtent with publick Tranquillity in Church 
or State. ITY oO EO be” 1 


4$ . Ul. 
De true extent of the V. ord Presbyterian. 


XS concerning their true Chrracter, the Notation of the 
[NY Name whereby they are called is both too ſhallow and too 
narrow for it. The word Presbyterian hath not ſufficient depth 
to go to the root of the matter, nor breadth ſufficient to com- 
prehend this ſort of Men. That Form of Ecclefiaſtical Govern- 
ment by Parochial and Claſſical Presbyteries, Provincial and Nati- 
onal Aſſemblies, is remote enough from their main Cauſe, and 
thoſe firm Bonds that make them eternally one, in reſpe& where- 


of many that approve a regulated Epiſcopacy will be found of 


their Number. For there is a vaſt difference between the anti- 
ent Epiſcopacy, and the height of Prelacy or Hierarchy of the lat- 
e te r 


(8) 


ter times. This latter only is the true oppoſite of Presbytery, 
And fo they may not abhor to be named in ſeveral reſpects both 


Presbyterian and Epiſcopal, yet not Prelatical. Some of them 


commend, and I think moſt of them here in Exgland allow in 
order to Peace, Epiſcopum Praeſidem non Principem. Wherefore 
as concerning their main and rooted Principles, they admire and 
magnify the Holy Scriptures, and take them for the abſolute, 


perfect Rule of Faith and Life, without the Supplement of Ec- 


cleſtaſtical Tradition; yet they deny not due Reſpect and Reve- 
rence to venerable Antiquity. They aſſert the Study and Know- 


ledg of the Scriptures to be the Duty and Privilege of all ChriC 


trans, that according to their ſeveral Capacities, being skilful in 


the Word of Righteouſneſs, they may diſcern between Good 
and Evil; and being filled with all Goodneſs, may be able to ex- 


hort and admoniſh one another: Yet they acknowledg the Ne- 
ceſſity of a ſtanding Goſpel- Miniſtry, and receive the directive 


Authority of the Church, not with implicite Faith, but the Judg- 
ment of Diſcretion : They hold the teaching of the Spirit neceſ- 


ſary to the ſaving Knowledg of Chriſt, yet they do not hold 


that the Spirit bringeth new Revelations, but that he opens the 


Eyes of the Underſtanding to diſcern what is of old revealee in 
the written Word. They exalt Divine Ordinances, . but debaſe 


human Inventions in God's Worſhip, particularly Ceremonies 


properly Religious, and of Inſtituted Myſtical Signification ; yet 
they allow the natural expreſſions of Reverence and Devotion, 


as kneeling and lifting up of the Hands and Eyes in Prayer, as 


alſo thoſe mere Circumſtances of Decency and Order, the O- 


miſſion whereof would make the Service of God either unde- 


cent or leſs decent. As they worſhip God in the Spirit according 


to the Simplicity of Goſpel-Inſtitutions, ſo they rejoice in Chriſt 
Jeſus, having no confidence in a legal Righteouſneſs, but deſire 
to be found in him who is made unto us Righteouſneſs by graci- 
ous Imputation: Yet withal they affirm conſtantly that good 


of y to- 
wards Men, are neceſſary to Salvation. Their Doctrine bears full 


Works of Piety towards God, and of Juſtice and Charit 


Confor- 


| 9) fo 1 
Conformity with that of the Reformed Churches held forth in 
their publick Confeſſions, and particularly with that of the Church 
of England in the nine and thirty Articles, only one or two Paſ- 
ſages peradventure excepted, ſo far as they may import the aſſer- 

ting of Prelacy and human Myſtical Ceremonies. They inſiſt 
much on the neceſſity of Regeneration, and therein lay the 
groundwork for the practice of Godlineſs: They preſs upon them- 
ſelves and others the ſevere Exerciſe not of a Popith outſide For- 
mal, but a Spiritual and Real Mortification end Self-denial, ac- 
cording to the power of Chriſtianity, They are ſtrict Obſervers 
of the Lord's Day, and conſtant in Family Prayer. They ab- 
ſain from Oaths, yea pry Oaths, and the irreverent uſage of 
God's Name in common Diſcourſe; and in a word, they are 
ſober, juſt and circumſpect in their whole Behaviour. Such 
is the Temper and Conſtitution of this Party, which in its 
full Latitude lies in the middle between thoſe that affect a Ce- 
remonial Worſhip, and the height of Hierarchical Govern- 
ment on the one hand, and thoſe that reje& an ordained Mi- 
niſtry and ſettled Church Order, and regular Unity, on the o- 
ther hand. ” FFV 


TI OD 
A farther Account of their Principles. 5 


; I THIN theſe extenſive limits the Presbyterian Party con- 
1 tains ſeveral Thouſands of Learned, Godly, Orthodox 
Miniſters, being diligent and profitable Preachers of the Word, 

aand exemplary in their Converſation ; among whom there are 

not a few that excel in Polemical and Practical Divinity; alſo of 
the judicious, ſober, ſerious part of the People (in whoſe Aﬀec- 
tions his Majeſty is moſt concerned) they are not the leſſer Num- 
ber. By means of a practical Miniſtry this Way like the Leven 
in the Goſpel- Parable hath ſpread and ſeaſoned the more confide- 
ate and teachable ſort in all parts . the Kingdom, and . 


| (10) 
ly in the moſt civilized Places, as Cities and Towns. For indeed 
ſuch as are of this Mind and this Way, do make Religion their 
Buſineſs, and imitate the Bereans commended Nobleneſs, reſol- 
ving not to take up Religion upon Truſt, but to ſearch the 
Scriptures daily, whether thoſe things which they hear are 
ſo, that they may judiciouſly embrace the Truth. Add here- 
unto, that one of his Majeſties Kingdoms is Presbyterian. Cer- 
tainly ſuch a People may claim a Portion in their Gracious So- 
veraign, and ſurely he doth not, he will not in any wile refuſe 
—_— 7 „ 
The Men of this Perſwaſion are not lukewarm, but true Zea- 
lots: Nevertheleſs they have no Fellowſhip with the Spirit of 
Enthuſiaſtical, and Anabaptiſtical Fancy and Frenzy: They are 
no Fanaticks, although they begin to be by ſome abuſed under 
that Name ; but they are Perſons of known Learning, Prudence, 
Piety and Gravity, in great Numbers, beſides of inferior rank 
a vaſt Multitude of knowing ſerious honeſt People. None of 
all which are led blindfold by Tradition or implicite Faith, or do 
run head long into Fanatick Deluſions, but they give up them- 
ſelves to the ſole Direction and Authority of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Wherefore impartial Reaſon will conclude, that they 
choſe this way, as with Sincerity of Affection, ſo with Gravity 
of judgment; and that the things themſelves, even the more 
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TE CT IV.” 
5 Diſputes about Ceremonies antient as the Reformation it ſelf. 


LO the Reaſons foregoing the infringement of due Liberty 
F in theſe matters would perpetuate moſt unhappy Contro- 
verſies in the Church from Age to Age. Let the former times 
come in and give Evidence. As touching Ceremonies, the Con- 
teſt began early, even in King Edward's Reign, between Hooper 
and other Biſhops. The Conſecration of Hooper Elect Biſhop 

of Gloceſter being ſtay' d becauſe he refuſed to wear certain Gar- 
ments uſed by Popiſh Biſhops, he obtained Letters from the 
King, and from the Earl of Warwick to the Arch biſhop of 
Canterbury and others, that he might not be burdened with cer- 
tain Rites and Ceremonies, and an Oath commonly uſed in the 
Conſecration of Biſhops, which were offenſive to his Conſci- 
ence, Nevertheleſs he found but harſh dealing from his fellow 
Biſhops, whereof ſome were afterwards his fellow Martyrs, and 
Ridley among others, who afterwards thus wrote unto him, when 
they were both Priſoners for the Goſpel, [ However in time paſt 
in certain Circumſtances and Bi- matters of "Religion, your Wiſdom 
and my Simplicity (1 grant ) hath alittle jarred, each of us following the 
abundance of his own Senſe and Judgment Now be aſſured, that even 
with my whole Heart in the Bowels of Chriſt I love zou in the Truth, 
and for the Truths ſake which abideth in us.] Some godly Martyrs in 
Q. Mary's days difliked the Ceremonies, and none of them died in 


the defence of Ceremonies, Liturgy, and Prelacy, in oppoſition 
to all other Eccleſiaſtical Government and Order. It was the 
- Proteſtant Verity which they witneſſed and ſealed in Blood in 


oppoſition to Popery, eſpecially the prodigious Opinion of Tran- 
fubſtantiation, and the abomination of the Romiſh Maſs, or Sa- 
crifice.' In the fame bloody days certain Engliſh Proteſtants be- 
ing fled for refuge into Germany, and ſettled at Frankford, were 
divided among themſelves about the Service-book, even with 
PRE RD C2 (candalous 


en) 
ſcandalous breach of Charity, and in the iſſue the Congregation 
was ſadly broken and diſſipated. The Goſpel returning under 


Queen Elizabeth, theſe Differences were revived and held up by 
Diſputes, Writings and Addreſſes to ſeveral Parliaments, and 


there were great thoughts of Heart for theſe Diviſions. Never- 


| theleſs the Differences remain uncompounded 3 in proceſs of _ 
time ſevere Canons were framed, and with much rigor impoſed, 


and ſo continued: Miniſters werè diſtinguiſhed into Corformiſts 
and Non. conformiſts, and a multitude of painful Preachers ſuffer'd 
Deprivation for Non- conformity. Be it here obſerved, that the 
Perſons known by the Name of Non-conformiſts were not Sepa- 


ratiſts, but earneſtly oppoſed the Separation of the *Browniſts, 


and held Communion with the Church in Publick Worſhip upon 
this pacifick Principle, that we may not ſeparate from a true 
Church blemiſhed with ſome Corruptions and Errors, while we 


are not compelled to ſubſcribe to thoſe Errors, nor in our own 


Practice to ſubmit to thoſe Corruptions. Howbeit the greateſt 
part of the Miniſters named Puritans yielded Conformity to thoſe 


controverted Rites and Forms that were by Law or Canons 


eſtabliſhed, as to things burdenſome not deſirable, in their nature 
ſuppoſed indifferent, but in their uſe many ways offenſive 3 and 
groaning more and more under that Yoke of Bondage (as they 


_ conceived) they waited'for Deliverance, and were in the main of 


one Soul and Spirit with the Non-conformiſts : And even then 


the way called Paritaniſm. did not give but get ground. But 

q more than ever; and 
thoſe things formerly impoſed, are now by many, if not by the 
moſt of this way, accounted not only burdenſome, but unlawful. 


now the Tenents of this way are roote 


And after a long time of ſearch and practice, the Minds of Men 


are fixed in this Opinion, and are not like to be reduced to the 


Practice of former times; and therefore in all reaſon the impo- 
ſing of ſuch matters of Controverſy as by ſo many are held un- 


lawful, and by thoſe that have a zeal for them judged indifferent, 


not neceſſary, cannot procure the Peace of Church and King- 


dom. POTS 
= TE C. J. 
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. V. 


| Conſcience, not Imereſt, the ground of Separation. 


"Hat this numerous Party will not vary from it ſelf, or va- 

niſh upon changes in Government, or new Accidents, 
doth hence appear, in that it doth not reſt upon any private, 
temporary, variable occaſion, but upon a Cauſe perpetual and 


everlaſting. Thoſe forementioned Principles of Science and 
Practice, which give it its proper Being, are of that firm and 
fixed nature, that new Contingencies will not alter them, nor 


length of time wear them out. They are the great things of God 


which have a great power over the Spirit of Man: And they are 
imbraced by ſuch as highly prize them, not for temporal Advan- 


tages, whereof they have no appearance, but for an internal Ex- 
cellency diſcerned in them, as being neceſſary to the Glory of 
God and the Salvation of Men. And conſequently to theſe 


Men it is not ſatisſactory at all adventures to be of the State- 


| Religion, or to believe as the Church believes. Neither will they 


be diſſolved or much weakened by the declining haply of ſome prin. 


cipal Ones, who being bought off by Preferment may turn 


Prevaricators: For notwithſtanding ſuch a falling off, the in- 
ward Spirit that actuates the whole body of them, and knits 


them to each other, will remain in full ſtrength and vigor. And 
tho many others through weakneſs or mildneſs ſhould ſtagger 


and give ground in the Points of leſſer moment and more con- 


troverted, yet the root of the matter may remain in them, and 
as to the main they may be till where they were. But what are 


' thoſe great things for which this fort of Men contend ? Surely 


they are no other than the lively opening of the pure Doctrine 
of the Goſpel, the upholding of all Divine Inſtitutions, par- 
ticularly the ſtrict Obſervation of the Lord's-day, a laborious 
and efficacious Miniſtry taking hold of the Conſcience and 
reaching to the Heart, a godly Diſcipline correcting true 2 : 


1 
real Scandals and Diſobedience; in a word, all the neceſſary 
and effectual means of unfeigned Faith and holy Life, that 
the Kingdom of God may come in Power. And for theſe 


things ſake they are alienated from the height of Prelacy, and 
the Pomp of Ceremonious Worſhip. This was well known 


and provided againſt by the ſwaying part of the later Prelatiſts; 
for in as much as they could not quell the Puritans by the rigid 
Injunction of Conformity, that they might give a blow at the 


root, Lectures were ſuppreſſed, Afternoon-Sermons on the 


Lord's day prohibited under pretence of Catechizing (which 

was only a bare rehearſal of the form of Catechiſm for Chil- 
dren, without Explication or Application of thoſe Principles) 
a Book for Sports and Paſtimes on Sundays enjoyned to be read 
by Miniſters in their Pariſh Churches under penalty of depri- 
vation, ſundry ſuperſtitions Innovations introduced, a new 
Book of Canons compoſed, and a new Oath for upholding the 


Hierarchy inforced. Far be it from me to impute theſe things 


to all that were in Judgment Epiſcopal 3 for I am perſwaded, 
a great, if not the greater part of them diſallowed theſe Inno- 
vations. Nevertheleſs thoſe others that were moſt vehement, 
active, watchful, vigorous, did not by all the aforeſaid means 
advance, but rather weaken their Cauſe, and leſſen themſelves 


in the eſteem of obſerving Men, and the oppreſſed Party in- 


creaſed in number and vigor, It is therefore evident that this 
Intereſt for which we plead is not like a Meteor, which after 
a while vaniſheth away, but is of a ſolid and firm Conſiſtence 
like a fixed Conſtellation; and the Injuries done unto it are not 


of that nature as to be acted once and for all, and then to paſs 
into the Grave of Oblivion, but they are laſting Preſſures to a 
perpetual regret and grievance. And ſhould not theſe be done 


away, eſpecially when the occaſions thereof will be found not 
neceſſary, but ſuperfluous? Yor par , wer | 


(15) 


EGT. VI. 
Bein 9 fixed on IC ſure 4 Baſis, not exſily removeable, 


"JF "Here remaineth yet ſome greater thing which ſtrikes 
4A deep into this Enquiry, which at the firſt glance perhaps 
may ſeem a fancy, but by impartial Judgment will be found a 
manifeſt and weighty Truth; namely, that as this Intereſt will 
never vary from it ſelf, fo it will never be extinguiſhed while 
the State of England continues Proteſtant, I do not now argue 
from Maxims of Faith and Religion (as that the Life and 
Power of Chriſtianity ſball never fail, that after the greateſt 
havock of the true Church there will be a Remnant, a Seed 
that ſhall ſpring up to a great increaſe after a little ſeaſon) but 
I have here enter'd upon a way of Reaſon, and let Men of 
Reaſon judg. Suppole that the Perſons now in being of this 
ſtrict Profeſſion: were generally ruined and rooted out, yet let 
but the Proteſtant Doctrine as it is by Law eſtabliſhed in the 
Church of England, be upheld and preached, and it will raiſe 
up a genuine Offspring of this People, whoſe way is no other 
than the Life and Power of that Doctrine, as it is not only 
received by Tradition, Education, Example, or any human 
Authority, but alſo imprinted upon the Spirit by a lively Ener- 
gy and Operation. And this I further ſay and teſtify, let but 
the free uſe of the Holy Bible be permitted to the common 
People, and this Generation of Men will ſpring up afreſh by the 
immortal Seed of the Word: For that pure, ſpiritual, and hea- 
venly Doctrine preſſing internal Renovation, or the new Birth, 
and the way of holy Singularity and Circumſpection, and being, 
written with ſuch Authority and Majeſty, muſt needs beget, tho 
not in the moſt, yet in many, a Diſpoſition and Practice in 
\ ſome ſort thereunto conformable. This is evident in Reaſon, 
j it be granted, that the ſacred Scriptures are apt to Nes 
: ; cep 
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deep and ſtrong Impreſſions upon the Minds of Men; and 
whoſoever denies this, as he is in point of Religion Atheiſtical, 
ſo of Underſtanding Brutiſn: For even thofe impious Politi- 
cians who in Heart make no account of Religion, yet will 


make ſhew of giving Reverence to it, becauſe it is always ſeen 


to have a mighty inflaence upon all Ranks and N 


Wherefore upon the grounds aforeſaid I hold it a matter of un- 


queſtionable Verity, that the Way in ſcorn called Puritani ſin 


will never utterly ſink, until Proteſtantiſm it ſelf (hall fail, and 


Popery be ſet up with a bloody Inquiſition. 
And verily if there were a deſign to reconcile England to 


Rome, let all means be uſed totally to quaſh the Puritans or 
Presbyterians ; but if England will keep her ſelf pure from 


Romiſh Abominations, let her be a kind Mother to theſe her 


Children ; for this Intereſt is one chief Strength of the true 


Reformed Proteſtant Religion. Let thoſe well known Prin- 
ciples that ſtrike to the Heart of Popery be brought forth 
for Evidence, to wit, the Perfection of holy Scriptures, in 


oppoſition to unwritten Traditionsz the Authority of Cano- 
nical Books, in oppoſition to the Encroachments of the Apo- 
crypha; the diſtin knowledg of the Doctrine of Salvation 


according to every Man's Capacity, in oppoſition to impli- 


cit Faith; the reaſonable ſerving of God according to the 
Word, in oppoſition to blind Devotion; ſpiritual Goſpel 
_ Worſhip in oppoſition to a pompous train of Ceremonies ; the 


efficacious edifying uſe of Religious Exerciſes, in oppoſition to 


the Popiſh Opus operatum, or Work done; Hhſtly, the Power of 
Godlineſs in oppoſition to ſplendid Formality. Whether the 
Prelatical or Presbyterian Party be the more rooted and grounded 
in theſe Principles, let knowing Perſons conſider and give Judg- 


(17) 
SECT. vn. 


What Thoughts F oreigners have of the State of "Religion here. 


T hath been obſerv'd, not by vulgar ones, but by Stateſmen_ 
in former times, that the Puritans ſtood between the Papiſts 
and the ſwaying part of the later Prelatiſts as a Partition-wall, 
which was therefore to be broken down (as was reported) to 
make way for an attempted Reconciliation. In thoſe times a 
Venetian Agent in England being intimately acquainted with 


the Pope's Nuncio here reſident, had fathomed the depth of 


his Religious Negotiation touching this grand Affair; and in 


is account given to the State that ſent him, and ſince publiſhed 


to the World, hath theſe notable Obſervations; L That in the 
Realm of England are three Factions, the Catholicks, the Pro- 
teſtants, and the Puritans. Now, ſaith he, theſe three Faction: 
in Religion, tho they all oppoſe one another, yet the hatred of Pro- 
teſtants againſt Puritans is greater than againſt Catholicks ; and 
that of Catholicks is greater againſt Puritans than againſt Pro- 
 teſtants; and that of "Puritans is greater againſt Catholicks than 
' Proteſtants: and thus both Catholicks and Proteſtants do eaſily 
combine together for the ruin and rooting out of Puritans. } What 
theſe Proteſtants are he thus declares, [ they did not ſo engage 
themſelves to thoſe particular Opinions (meaning of the Refor- 
mation) but they have ſince ſet themſelues to reform the abuſe of 
Religion, by reducing themſelves again to the old Practice of their 
Fore. fatbers.] The Puritans he deſcribes in theſe words, [ that 
being ſeaſoned and initiated with the Doctrine of Calvin, they 
jag the Engliſh Reformation imperfeF, and ſo refuſed Submiſſion 


to that form of Policy.] Such is the account of this Stateſman, 


both a Foreigner and a Papiſt, and not to be ſuppoſed partial 
min favour of Puritans, Now by Proteſtants he underſtands 


only thoſe that adhered to the Engliſh Prelacy. And fo indeed 


is that Party have impropriated the Name to themſelves, ex- 
4 5 D | | cluding 


(18) | 
cluding the Presbyterians ; who in the mean while complain of 
palpable Injury, and give evident-Proof, that they of right 
have as much Intereſt in that venerable Name. As touchin 
the Paſſages here quoted, let them reſt on the Relators Credit, 
and their own Evidence, whatever it be. What our great Clergy 
intended, I determine nothing, but in Equity leave it queſti- 
onable. How far they actually advanced this way, be it col- 
lected out of their own Writings, and other manifeſt Expreſ- 
—_—_ 2 i 


SECT. VIII. 


Puritan an invidion «Name invented by the Papiſts. 


T is no Novelty for Papiſts to impoſe the Name of Puri- 
ant on ſuch as retain the old Proteſtant Spirit of Antipathy 
to Rome; which is a good Argument to prove, that in the Party 
more peculiarly ſo called, lies the Heart and Strength of Averſe- 
neſs and Enmity to the Hereſies and Idolatries of the Roman 
Church. Wherefore, thoſe Biſhops in the Church of England 
who were heartily averſe from *Popiſh Innovations, were more 
benign and favourable to Paritans, and themſelves accounted Pu- 
ritan by the adverſe Party; and upon the ſame account the Gen- 
x of this Kingdom were ſo eſteemed. And let it be well ob- 
_ ſerved, that the more primitive times of "Proteſtantiſm were more 
leaning to that which Romanizing Spirits have called Purzta- 
#iſm, Pardon the frequent uſe of this term, for I glory not in 
it, but am conſtrained to ule it for diſtinctions ſake, in bring- 
ing former things to remembrance. Should not King, Nobles, 
and Commons remember their darling Prote ſtantiſi, and not a- 
bandon that ſort of Perſons which contribute ſo much to the 
upholding of it? It is confeſſed, there have been ſome Scan- 
dals given, yet more taken. But in this caſe let the Saying of 
our bleſſed Lord be minded, Not only wo to the Man by whom the 
Offence cometh,” but wo-to the World becauſe of Offences, It will 


not 


1 (19) 
not be well with England, while we give way to Paſſion and 
Prejudices from Offences taken, and ſo run from one extreme to 
another. Where is the wiſe Counſellor > Can we come to no 
Temper? Is there no healing for us 2 Shall we ſleep ſecurely 
whilſt the Seedſmen of the envious One, the Jeſuits and other 
Romiſh Agents, ſow the Tares of Diviſion in our Field, not 
only to weaken and hinder, but to choak and eat out our com- 
mon Faith? Yea bleſſed be God for our gracious Soveraign, 
who makes it his Care and Study to allay Diſtempers, and com- 
poſe Differences by his juſt and gracious Conceſſions already pub- 
| liſhed concerning Eccleſiaſtical Affaire. TERRY: 


VV 
Presby terians miſrepreſented as Enemies fo the Civil "Power. 


8 HE Presbyterians are loaded with many Calumnies; as 

5 that they are againſt the Intereſt of Civil Magiſtracy, eſpe- 
cially of Monarchy; that they are giddy, factious, ſchiſmatical, 
domineering, and what not. Let not Prejudice but Reaſon 
ſway Mens Minds in matters of ſuch Importance. 
4s concerning the Intereſt of Civil Magiſtracy, that Presby- 
terians pluck from it the Power in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, that 
they erect Imperium in Imperio, is a groundleſs and groſs Miſ- 
take. Take the declared Judgment of the Higheſt in that way, 
according to their own Words. [ To the Political Magiſtrate is 
allowed a DiataGick, ordering, regulating Power about Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Matters in a Political Way. So that he warrantably reforms the 
Church, when corrupted in Divine Worſhip, Diſcipline, or Govern- 
ment. He convenes and convocates Synods and Councils made up 
of Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, to adviſe and conclude determinatively, 
according to the Word of God, how the Church is to be reform d 
and refin'd from Corruption, and how to be guided and govern d, 
when reform d. He ratifies and eſtabliſhes within his Dominion, 
the juſt and neceſſary Decrees of the Church in Synods and Coun- 
__— B 
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- cils by bis Civil SanGion, He judgeth and determineth definitive 
ly with a conſequent political Judgment, or Judgment of Diſcretion, 
concerning things judged and determined antecedently by the Church 
in reference to his own AGF. He takes Care politically, that even 
Matters and Ordinances merely and formally Eccleſiaſtical, be duly 
managed by Eccleſiaſtical Perſons orderly called thereunto. He hath 
a compulſive, punitive, or correFive Power formally political in mat- 
fers of Religion, in reference to all * of Perſons and Things under 
bis Juriſcliction. e may politically compel the outward Min of all 
Perſons, Church-Officers, or others under his Dominions, unto ex- 
ternal Performance of their reſpective Duties and Offices in matters 
of Religion, puniſhing them, if either they negleF to do their Du- 
\ ty at all, or doit corruptly.] Thus they yield unto the Supreme 
Magiſtrate a Supreme Political Power in all Spiritual Matters, 
but they do not yield that he is the Fountain of Spiritual 
Power, there being a Spiritual Power belonging to the Church, 
if there were no Chriſtian Magiſtrate in the World. They 


aſſert only a Spiritual Power over the Conſcience, as intrinſe- = 
cally belonging to the Church; and acknowledg, that no De- Y 
cree or Canon of the Church can be a binding Law to the © 
Subjects of any Kingdom under Temporal Penalties, till it be 1 
ratified by the Legiſlative Power of that Kingdom. And. 
they do not claim for the Convocation, or any other Eccle- 4 
ſiaſtical Convention, an Tndependency on Parliaments 3 if 


they did, farely the Parliament of England would reſent ſuch a 


8 E CT. X. 
Tbeir Principles not inconſiſtent with Monarchy. | 


THERE goes a Voice, That the Presbyterians are Anti- 
| - wwonarchical ; but are their Principles inconſiſtent with = 
' Monarchy, or any Impeachment to the ſame ? Theſe are contain- 
ed in the Character abovewritten; let any of them be called into © 
1 queſtion, 


Au 


3 5 „„ 3 
queſtion, and let Sentence be paſt upon them, if” they be foun 4 


guilty 3 but if no particular be herewith charged, the Reproach 


muſt paſs for Calumniation, not Accuſation. Peradventure the 
exact Presbytery, that is, the Parity of Degree and Authori- 
ty in all Miniſters, is that againſt which this Charge is direc- 
ted: altho this Parity is not inſiſted upon, or urged to the 
breach of Peace, neither is it eſſential to Presbyteryg, Yet what 


Reaſon can be rendred why this may not comport with King- 


ly Government ? Or would this ſort of Men have no K. to reign 


over them? Doth a Republick better pleaſe them ? Did the Exgliſh 


or Scotiſp Presbyters ever go about to diſſolve Monarchy, and 
to erect ſome other kind of Government? In no wiſe. For 
in the Solemn League and Covenant they bound themſelves. 


to endeavour the Preſervatton of the King's Perſon and Autho- 


rity, and declared they had no Intent to diminiſhhis Majeſties 
jaſt Power and, Greatneſs. After the violent changeof Govern- 


ment, they came ſloweſt and entred lateſt into thoſe new En- 


gagements impoſed by the Uſurped Powers; and ſome utter- 
ly refuſed, evento the Forfeiture of their Preferments, and the 
hazard of their Livelihoods, when the Nation in general ſub- 


| mitted to the Yoke 3 and many of thoſe who thus object againſt 
them, did in temporizing run with the formoſt. The Truth is, 


the Generality of conſcientious Presbyterians never run with the 
current of thoſe times. Some more eminent among them, Mi- 


niſters and others, hazarded their Lives, and others loſt their Lives 


in combining to bring our Sovereign, that now is, to the right- 
ful poſſeſſion of this his Kingdom. And thoſe in Scotland ad- 
ventured no more than all to uphold him; and when he loſt 
the Day, they loſt their Liberty; and when he fell, it was ſaid 
by the Adverſary, Presbytery was fallen. I have known when 
keeping Company with the chief Presbyterian Miniſters hath 
been objected by the Republican Council of State for a Crime 
cauling Impriſonment. Laſtly, the Presbyterians by their In- 
fluence firſt divided and then diſſipated the Sectarian Party, 
and ſo made way for his Majeſty's Return in Peace. And-it is 
| AG»: 
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692.) 
by ſome eminent on the Epiſcopal Side, that the 


acknowledged 


Senſe of the Covenant hath lately quickned many Mens Conſci- 


ences in their Allegiance to the King, ſo as to bring him with Da- 


vid home in infinite Joy and Triumph. All which do ſhew plain- 


ly, that they are not averſe from Regal Government, orthe Roy- 
al Family, but they deſire to dwell under the Shadow of our 
Dread Sovereign, hoping to revive as. the Corn, and to grow as 


the Vine under his gracious Influence. Peradventure it is ſaid, 


they would enervate Monarchy, and render it too impotent. 


Surely I cannot find the Riſe of this Objection, unleſs from 
hence, that they were not willing to come under any Yoke, but 


that of the Laws of the Realm, or to pay arbitrary Taxes levied 
without conſent of Parliament. I confeſs there are none that 


more reverence their Liberties, and value the native Happineſs 


of the freeborn Subjects of England. And verily their true 


Knowledg and Senſe of the nature of Chriſtian Religion makes 


” 


a due Freedom exceeding precious: For this Religion is not va- 
riable N the Will of Man, but grounded upon an un- 


changeable and eternal Truth, and doth indiſpenſibly bind eve- 
ry Soul high and low to one Divine Law and Rule perpetual 
and unalterable. And therefore it doth ſtrongly plead the expe- 


dience of a due Civil Liberty on the behalf of its Profeſſors ; 


yet ſuch a Liberty as will not infeeble Monarchy, nor the legal 


Power of the Kings of England. And without controverſy, a 
| King ruling a free People bath a Power much more noble and 


more free, than he that ruleth over perfect Vaſſals, that have no 
Propriety. The Power is. more noble, becauſe it hath a more 
noble Subject of Government; 1t is more honourable to rule 
Men than Beaſts, and Free Men than Slaves. Likewiſe the 
Power is more free: For whatſoever Prince hath not his Pow- 
er limited by his Peoples Legal Freedom, he will be bound up 
ſome other way, either by the Potency of ſubordinate Princes 
and great Lords within the Realm, or by a Veterane Army, as the 
Turkiſþ Emperor by his Janizaries, and the Roman Cæſars by the 
Pretorian Bands and the Legions. Upon which account to be 


| a 


(23) Fo 
a powerful Monarch over a free People, is the Freedom and Glo- 
ry of our Sovereign Lord aboye all the Potentates on Earth. 


Objedlions to their Loyalty anſwered, 


UT Rebellion and Diſobedience is the loud outcry of 
= ſome againſt this Party. And this were a crying Sin in- 
- deed. But let not ſober Minds be hurried into prejudice by ſuch. 
Exclamations and Outcries. It were to be wiſhed, for common 
Peace and Amity, that the late publick Diſcords were eternally 
forgotten. But feeing ſome in theſe times of expected Reconcili- 
ation will not ceaſe to implead and condemn the honeſt minded, 
and render them odious to the higher Powers, a neceſſity is laid 
upon us to ſpeak ſomething Apologetical, at leaſt to mitigate the 
Buſineſs, and remove Prejudice. The Presbyterian Party in 
England never engaged under a lefs Authority than that of both 
> Houſes of Parliament. I have read that the Parliament of Englazd' 
© hath ſeveral Capacities, and among the reſt, theſe two; Firſt, 
That it repreſents the People as Subjects, and ſo it can do no- 
thing but manifeſt their Grievances, and petition for Relief. 
+ Secondly, That by the Conſtitution it hath part in the Sovereign - 
ty, and ſo it hath part in the Legiſlative Power, and in the fi- 
nal Judgment. Now whenas a part of the Legiſlative Power 
reſides in the two Houſes, as allo a Power to redreſs Grievances, 
and to call into queſtion all Miniſters of State and Juſtice, and 
all Subjects of whatſoever Degree in caſe of Delinquency, it 
might be thought that a part of the Supreme Power doth reſide 
in them, tho they have not the honorary Title: And this part 
of the ſupreme Power is indeed capable of doing wrong; yer 
how it might be guilty of Rebellion is more difficult to conceive. 
In this high and tender Point it belongs not to me to determine. 
And as touching the much debated Point of reſiſting the higher 
> Powers, without paſſing any Judgment in the great —_ of 
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England, I ball only make. rebearfal of the Words of Grotiss, 


a Man of Renown, and known to be neither Antimonarchical, 


nor Antiprelatical, which are found in his Book de Jure Belli 
& Pacis, by himſelf dedicated to the French King. [Si Rex 


partem habeat ſummi Imperii, partem alteram Populus aut Senatus ; 
| Regi in partem non ſuam involanti, vis juſta opponi poterit, quia 


eatenus Imperium non habet. Quod locum habere cenſeo, etiamſs 
| dium ſit, Belli poteſtatem penes Regem fore, Id enim de Bello ex- 
terno intelligendum eſt, cum alioqui quiſquis Imperii ſummipartem ha- 
beat, non polſit non jus habere eam partem tuendi.] lib. I. c. 4. . 13. 


With reverence to Sovereign Majeſty I crave leave to ſpeak this 
Word of Truth and Soberneſs. In a knowing Age, Flattery 


doth not really exalt or ſecure the Royal Prerogative 3 the Au- 
thority of Parliaments being depreſſed and undervalued is the 
more ſearched into and urged, Concerning the utmoſt * Bounds 
and Limits of Royal *Prerogative and Parliamentary Power the Law 


in deep Wiſdom chuſeth to keep Silence, for it always ſuppoſerh Uni- 


on, not Diviſion between King and Parliament, Wherefore the 
overſtraining on either hand, let all Men forbear : His Majeſty's 
Wiſdom and Goodueſs, and his Peoples Obedience and Loyalty, 


in all ways of mutual Satisfaction, will beſt ſecure his Prerogative 


and their Liberty, Moreover as to the point of Loyalty now in 


queſtion, the Subverſion of the Fundamental Government of 


this Kingdom could not be effected, till thoſe Members of Par- 


liament that were Presbyterian were many of them impriſoned, 
others forcibly ſecluded by the violence of the Army, and the 


reſt thereupon withdrew from the Houſe of Commons. For 


they had voted the Kings Conceſſions a Ground ſufficient for 


the Houſes to proceed to ſettle the Nation, and were willing to 
caſt whatſoever they contended for upon a legal Security, In thoſe 


times the Presbyteriar Miniſters of London in their publick Vindi- 
cation thus declare themſelves. [We profeſs before God, Angels 
and Men, that we verily believe that that which is ſo much feared to 


| be nom jn. agitation, the taking away of the Life of the King In this 
preſent way of Trial, is not only not agreeable to the Word of God, the 
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Principles of the Proteſtant Religion (never yet ſtained with the 


leaſt Drop of the Blood of a King) or the Fundamental Conſtitution 


and Government of this Kingdom, but contrary to them, as alſo to 


the Oath of Allegiance, the Proteſtation of May 5. 1641. and the 


Solemn League and Covenant; from all which, or any of which En- 


gagements we know not any Power on Earth able to abſolve us or o- 


ther] Ard in concluſion they warn and exhort Men to pray 
for the King, that God would reitrain the violence of Men, that 
they may not dare to draw upon themſelves and the Kingdom the 


Blood of their Sovereign. Let prudent Men weigh things in the 


| ballance of Reaſon : Is there any thing in the nature of Prelacy 
that frames the Mind to Obedience and Loyalty? Or is there any 


thing in the nature of Presbytery, that inclines to Rebellion and 
Diſobedience ? If Loyalty be the innate Diſpoſition of Prelaq;, 
how comes it to paſs, that in antient Times, and for a Series of 
many Ages, the Kings of England have had ſuch tedious Con- 
flicts with Prelates in their Dominions? If Presbytery and Rebel- 


lion be connatural, how comes it to paſs, that thoſe States or 
Kingdoms where it hath been eſtabliſhed or tolerated have for a- 
ny time been free from Broils and Commotions ? Or that Presby- 


terians have never diſclaimed or abandoned their lawful Prince, 
that they have never ceaſed to ſolicite and ſupplicate his Regards 
and Favour, even when their Power hath been at the higheſt, and 


his ſunk loweſt ; yea, that they have ſuffered themſelves rather 


to be trodden under foot, than to comply with Men of Violence 
in changing the Government? Let us further examine, are the 
Perſons that adhere to Prelacy more conſcientious in duty to God 


and Man than thoſe that affect Presbyiery? Are the former 


only ſober, juſt and godly, and the latter vicious, unrighteous, 


profane? Certainly if it hath been the Lot of the one for a 
time to comply more with Kings than the other have done, it ari- 
ſeth not from any peculiar innate Diſpoſition of the one or the 
other, but ſomething extrinſecal and accidental; and what they 
may be, let prudent Men make their own Obſervations. 
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SECT, XI. 
Good Liver, the beſt Subjects. 


heir Principles, whoſe Cauſe is now pleaded, if faithfully 


received and kept, will make good Men and good 
Chriſtians, and therefore cannot but make good Subjects. When 
Men have learned to fear God, they will honour the King 1n- 


deed; and none are more obſervant of righteous Laws, than 


they that are moſt a Law to themſelves ; yea their Pattern and 
Practice will be a Law to many others, and conſequently a 


main help to Civil Government in a Chriſtian Nation. Whoſo- 
ever they be that teach blind Obedience, Presbyterians teach 


Faith and Holineſs, as alſo Obedience active in all lawful thinge, 


and paſhve in things unlawful injoined by the higher Power. 
In the late diſtracted times the publick State was out of frame, 


always ready to fall aſunder, the Minds of People were un- 


quiet and unſettled ; thoſe that held the Power could never gain 


half that awful Regard and Reverence which was given to 
Kings, Nobles, and Men of Authority in former times. Ne- 


vertheleſs, Profaneneſs, Intemperance, Revellings, Outrages, 


and filthy Lewdneſs, were not at any time in the memory of 

the preſent Age held under more reſtraint. Surely ſome ſpecial 
reaſon may be render'd, why in ſuch want of publick Order there 
ſhould not be a greater diſorder in Mens Lives and Manners than 
at other times 3 which I conceive is manifeſt, to wit, that by 


means of a practical Miniſtry more abounding throughout the 
Nation, Knowledg and reſtraining Grace did more abound, and 
the orderly walking of religious Perſons did keep others more 


within compaſs, and withal ſtrictneſs of Life was not openly 


derided under the Name of Puritaniſm. Thoſe places where 
Preibyterian Miniſters had the greateſt influence were evidently 
the moſt Reformd and Civilizd, for which cauſe they were fo 


much hated by Men of looſe Principles and diſſolute Lives, 
| Where- 


970 
Whereupon we affirm boldly, that thoſe for whom we plead 
muſt needs be good Subjects to a Chriſtian King, and good 
Members of a Chriſtian Commonwealth 7; 


; SECT. NI. 
Presbyterians Men of fettled Principles. 


N Either are they wandering Stars, a People given to change, 
1 N fit to overturn and pull down, but not to build up. They 
do not hang in the Air, but build upon a firm Ground; they 
have ſetled Principles conſiſtent with the Rules of ſtable Policy. 
Contrariwiſe, Fanaticks (truly and not abuſively ſo called) do 
build Caſtles in the Air, and are fit Inſtruments to diſturb, and 
deſtroy, and root out, but never to compoſe, and plant, and 
ſettle, for which cauſe their Kingdom could never hold long in 
any time or place of the World. Upon this ground *Presbytery, 
not Sectarian Anarchy, hath, been aſſaulted with greateſt Vio- 
lence by the more obſerving Prelatiſts; againſt this they have 
raiſed their main Batteries, this appeared formidable, for it is 
ſtable and uniform, and like to hold if once ſettled in good ear- 
neſt. This Party do not run ſo faſt but they know where to 
ſtop, they are a number of Men ſo fixed and conſtant as none 
more, and a Prince or State ſhall know where to find them. 
They do not ſtrain fo high, but they conſider withal what the 
Kingdoms of the World will bear, and are willing to bring things 
to the capacity of Political Government. They can have no plea» 
ſure in Commotions and Alterations, for Order and regular Unity 
is their way, and therefore ſtability of Government and publick 
Tranquillity is their Intereſt. It is moſt unreafonable to object, 
that the late wild Poſtures, Extravagancies and Incongruities in 
Government, were the work of e or Presbyterians. The 
Nation had never proof of Presbytery, for it was never ſetled, 
but rather decried and expoſed to Prejudice by thoſe that were 
in ſway, and that in the more ry times of the late Wars. The 
| 8 I F trut! 
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truth of this matter is cleared by a Paſſage of our late Sovereign 
in a Letter to his Majeity that now is. [ All the leſſer Fackion, 


were at firſt officiows Servants to Preſbytery their great Maſter, till 


Time and Military Succeſs diſcovering to each their particular Advan- 


tages, invited them to part ſtakes, and leaving the joint-ſtock of Uni- 
form Religion, pretended each to drive for their Party the Trade of 
Profits and Preferments, to the breaking and undoing not only of 


the Church and State, but of Presbjtery it ſelf. ] Thus the joint- 
ſtock of Uniform Religion was left, and Presbytery neglected, 
before the firſt War ended: Yea, and thoſe that ſtedfaſtly ad- 
hered to it were maligned and reviled by the exorbitant Party for 
oppoſing their new Models or Agreements of the People. 


SECT ay. 
 Se@aries no Offspring of Precbytery. ' 


4 Either can Sects or Schiſins with any truth or juſtice be 
reckoned the Offspring of Presbytery. Conſider the 


French, Dutch, Helvetian Churches, how intire they keep them- 


felves in Orthodox Union from the Gangreen of Sects and Schiſms, 
A wide Breach was once made in the Netherlands by Arminius and 
his Followers, but after ſome years Conflict it was healed by the 


Synod of Dort. The Church of Scotland is inferior to none in 


the Unity of Doctrine and Church Communion; and their form 
of Eccleſiaſtical Policy, and method of Diſcipline, is very ef- 


Qual to prevent the broaching of Error. King James in diſs 


courſe with an Engliſb Biſhop is reported to have render'd this 
account why ſo few Hereſies and Errors of Doctrine are vented 
and proſecuted to the publick diſturbance of that Church. 
{ Every Pariſh hath their Paſtor ever preſent with them, and 
watching over them, and he with his Elders and Deacons hath a 
weekly Meeting for cenſure of Manners, by which he perfectly 
knows his Flock, and every aberration of them in Doctrine and 


have 


Practice; and Jeſt any Hereſie might ſeize upon the Paſtor, they 
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have their Presby teries, which meet together once alſo every Week 
in the next chief Town or City, and there they have their Exerciſe 
of propbeſying, after which the Moderator asks the Judgment of 
all the Paſtors concerning the Doctrine then delivered, or of any 
other doubtful Point then propounded; and if the Presbytery be 
divided in their Opinions, the Queltion is, under an 1njoined fi- 
lence, put over to the next Synod, which is held twice a year, 
unto'which all the Paſtors of that Quarter or Province do duly 
reſort, accompanied with their Elders; and any Queſtion of 
Doubt is either decided by that Aſſembly, or with charge of ſi- 
lence reſerved to a National Synod which they hold every year 
once, Whither come not the Paſtors only, but the King bimſelf, 
or his Commiſſioners, and ſome of all Orders and Degrees ſuffi- 
ciently authorized for determining of any Controverſie that ſhall 
ariſe among them.] Gould the Biſhops in former times pro- 
cure a greater Unity in the Church of Exgland? Whence there-. 
fore ſhould this Charge ariſe ? peradventure ſome Pre:byterians 
have turned Sectaries. Surely it would be taken for a weak ar- 
guing, to ſay, That *Prelacy is the way to Popery, becauſe ſome: 
Prelatiſts have turned Papiſts. „„ 

The truth is, Sectarianiſm grew up in a Myſtery of Iniquity 
and State Policy, and it was not well diſcerned till it became 
almoſt triumphant by Military Succeſſes. But after its Growth 
and Strength did manifeſtly appear, Presbytery began to ſtruggle 
with it, and ſo continued until by the Power of the Army it 
was forced to ſit down, but never to comply. Whereupon the 
Tongues and Pens of Sectaries were imploy'd againſt none more 
than the Presbyterians. And I ſhould be glad to hear of ſuch 
bitter Invectives of the Papiſts againſt the Prelatiſts, not that I 
rejoice in the Sin of the one, or the Suffering of the other; 
but that the Proteſtant Friends of Prelacy might more incline 
to their Proteſtant Presbyterian Brethren. Surely the way to 
prevent the growth of the two utmoſt Extremes, is, for the two 
middle Parties to draw up and cloſe together. But however the 
World goes, the Presbyterians ſhall. ever keep as good a Woo: 
. rom: 
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from the Sectaries or Fanaticks, as the Prelatiſts ſhall from Pa- 
piſts. And verily there is no greater bar againſt Fanaticiſm than 
the right Presbyterian Principles, as not to ſever but join the 
written Word and Spirit for Direction, the Spirit and uſe of 
Ordinances for Edification, to erect a ſtated Church-· Order and 
Diſcipline; to allow to the Church a diredive, and to every 


Chriſtian a diſcretive Judgment; to inſiſt only upon Divine 


Scripture-Warrant, and to wave Human Authority in Matters 
of Religion: For ſuch is the temperament of theſe Maxime, 
that they commend and require a diſtinct Knowledg and lllu- 
mination in the Mind, and in the Affections lively motions 
and ſtirrings againſt Formality and blind Devotion, and ſo do 
ſatisfy the Minds of thoſe who conceive that in true Religion 
there is ſpiritual Light, and Life and Power; and alſo they 


ſhew the neceſſity of written Word, of conſtant publick Or- 


dinances, and private Exerciſes of Religion, and of the Di- 


region and Diſcipline of the Church, all which do ſerve to 


ſettle. the Mind againſt deluſive Impulſes, and wild Fancies and 
, ff: | . 


e 
© The grand Oljechion againſt the Severity of the *Precbyterian 


Government removed. 


Dux of all the Prejudices and Scandals. taken againſt this 

D Way, there is none greater than this, That it is repre- 
ſented as tyrannical and domineering, and that thoſe who live 
under it, muſt (like 1ſachar ) crouch under the Burdens. In 
the firſt place, let us rightly underſtand the meaning of this 
Prejudice: Is it becauſe this Diſcipline doth cenſure ſcandalous 
Diſorders, and enquire into the ſtate of the Flock, as watch - 
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ing over their Souls? This is its high Commendation in the 5 


ſight of God and good Men. Doth Epiſcopacy care for none 


of 
5 


0 6310 
of theſe things? Surely a Biſhop is an Overſeer, to exerciſe 
the Office of a Biſhop is to take the Overſight of the Church; 
and thoſe that are over us in the Lord watch for our Souls, as 
thoſe that muſt give an account thereof. Howbeit Presbytery 
is not more ſevere in cenſuring the breach of God's Command- 
ments, than the Hierarchy in cenſuring the breach of their 
own Conſtitutions. Or, 1s the Offence taken upon pretence 
that *Presbyterians affect and arrogate an Arbitrary Power, 
would rule by Faction, and exerciſe a Rigor to the ftirring up 
of Animoſities and unquiet Humours? Since the Friends of 
Prelacy are loudeſt in this Crimination, I crave leave to uſe this 
mild Retortion. Is there no appearance of Domination in 
Prelacy* Was nothing like unto it objected to the dignified 
Clergy 2 If you ſay, thoſe Invectives and Clamours were falſe 
and ſcandalous, then let Reaſon and Charity be permitted to 
make fome Apology for the other Diſcipline which the Nation 
hitherto [never experienced in any meafure of National Uni- 
formity and Settlement. But there are Remedies at hand to 
prevent the abuſe of any Government that is of it felf lawful 
and laudable. Certainly the Wiſdom of the King and Parliament, 
with the Advice of grave Divines, may preſcribe ſure and 
certain Rules of Diſcipline. Moreover, to cut off all occaſion, 
and prevent all appearance of domineering, all political coer- 
cive Juriſdiction in matter of Religion, may be withheld (if 
need require) from Eccleſiaſtical Perſons; and that mere ſpi- 
ritual Power alone, which is 1ntrinſecal to their Office, may 
be left to their management, which is in the Name of Chriſt, and 
by Authority from him, to admoniſh the Unruly ; and if they 
continue obſtinate, by the ſame Authority to declare them un- 
worthy of Church- Communion, and Chriſtian Society, and to 
require the Lord's People to have no fellowſhip with them, 
that they may be afflicted and humbled. And becauſe ſpiritual 
Cenſures appertaining only to the Conſcience may be too little 
regarded, when no temporal damage is annexed to them, there 
may be a collateral Civil Power always preſent in Eccleſiaſtical 
„ | ä 
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0329 
Meetings, to take Copnizance- of all Cauſes therein debated and 
adjudged, in order to Temporal Penalties, / 
Upon the whole matter probes we firwly build this Po- 
fition, That the Presbyterian Party ought not in Juſtice or Reaſon 


of State to be eee and e but onght to be protedted and 


encouraged. Nevertheleſs there being a ſeeming Complication 


in this buſineſs, and another ample Party appearing in Compe- 


tition, a difficulty remains, and the matter falls into a further 
Deliberation. And thereupon we are . upon the ſecond 
main _— [38121 


SGT. av 
The Second Queſtion. 


Il. Q Whether the Presby terian Party may be protected and 
encouraged, and the Epiſcopal not deſerts nor r dijobliged 2 


H E grand Expedientin this Difficulty i is a well-grounded 

Accommodation, producing an intire and firm Union. 
That the Accommodation may be true and ſolid, not looſe and 
hollow, it muſt be ſuch as will content and ſatisfy for conti- 
- nuance 3 and that it may be ſuch, the terms thereof muſt not be 
repugnant to the conſcientious Principles of either Party. 
Otherwiſe whatſoever it be, it is but a botch, and will never 
hold. Wherefore we now examine whether thoſe Principles 
are ſuch as ſet the Parties at an irreconcilable diſtance, or elſe 
make the N Union poſſible and — 
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As touching holy Doctrine, they both receive'the nine and 
thirty Articles of the Church of &nglind, unleſs that one 
nde may demur upon one or two Paſſages reſpecting the Form 
of Eccleliaſtical Government and Ceremonies, being the matters 
now in queſtion, and remote from the Foundation. And in 
very deed the Doctrine of the Exgliſi Biſhops in general that 
lived in the elder times of Proteſtantiſm, as Jewel, Pilkington, 
Babington; and of the later Biſhops their Followers, as Abbot, 
Carleton, Morton, Oſher, Hall, Davenant, is intirely imbraced 
by the Presbyterians 3 whenas many of the later Prelatiſts de- 
I parted from it in the great Points of Predeſtination, Redemp- 
tion, Free-will, effectual Grace, Perſeverance, and Aſſurance of 
| Salvation, and termed it Puritan Doctrine. Whereupon I con- 
2 clude that thoſe Prelatiſts of this Age, who are the genuine 
; Ofi-ſpring of the old Epiſcopal Divines, will not divide from 
Presbyterians upon the account of Doctrine; and that the other 
ſort need not divide from them any more than from the reſt that 
are of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion. But in the Form of Church- 
Government the Breach is much wider, and the Reconciliation 
ſeems more difficult. Indeed the Dominion of Prelacy, and 
the exact Presbyterian Parity are oppoſite Extremes: Never- 
theleſs a regulated Epiſcopacy and Presbytery may be found ſo 
far from mutual Oppoſition and Inconſiſtency, that they may 
cloſe together in a ſweet Harmony. The Seripture-Bi hop and 
the Evangelical Paſtor is one and the ſame Officer. The Primi- 
tive Eccleſiaſtical Epiſcopacy was not reputed by the Antients a 
different Order of Miniſtry, The Biſhop was only a Presbyter 
in a higher degree, the Preſident of the Presbytery, and ruled 
in Conſociation witk all the Presbyters. The better part 1 of 
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SchooEmen place the difference only in Degree, not in Order. 


——— — 


Of the ſame judgment were the old Epiſcopal Divines in Exg- 
land, and even in the laſt times Morton, Had, and her. 
Whereupon they held the Foreign Proteſtant Churches that had 
no Prelates to be true Churches, and their Paſtors true Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt. And this is very remarkable in the moſt rigid 


Prelatiſts of their times, when upon the new erecting of Pre- 


lacy in Scotland certain Scotiſn Biſhops were to be conſecrated 


here in England, Biſhop Andrews moved this Queſtion, Whe- 


ther they ought not firſt to be ordained Presbyters, as having 
received no Ordination from a Biſnop; Archbiſhop Bancroft 
being there preſent, maintained there was no neceſſity of Re- 


ordination; for where a- Biſhop cannot be had, Ordination 


given by Presbyters muſt be eſteemed lawful. This Solution 
being applauded by the other Biſhops, Dr. Andrews acquieſced. 
On the other ſide, an abſolute Equality among Miniſters is not 
eſſential to Presbytery: but a prudential Priority according to 
the Churches occafions, and conſequently a ſtated Preſidency 
may: be admitted. For the main Principle of Presbytery is this, 
That every Miniſter is truly a Paſtor, and that Paſtoral Au- 


thority: includes both Teaching and Ruling, for which cauſe 
the "Presbyters may not yield up themſelves as the Biſhops mere 
Curats or Subjects: For that would nullify their Paſtoral Office 


as to one part thereof, which is as eſſential to it as the other, 
in regard whereof the Presbyters are in Scripture called Biſhops 
or Overſeers, and are charged to take the overlight of the Flock. 
But this is no way violated by admitting a ſtated Moderator or 


Prefident Biſhop. As concerning Worſhip or Divine Service, 


ve conclude that thoſe who agree in the Doctrine of Faith can- 
not: diſagree in the ſubſtance of Worſhip. They differ only 
about the Liturgy and Ceremonies: And the Diſſenting fide 
oppole not iner, but deſire that the preſent Form may be 
reformed. They oppoſe not any circumſtance of 
Decency and Order, but deſire that myſtical Ceremonies of 


changed or reformed 


Human Inſtitution may be aboliſhed, or not injoined. 


SE C T.. 


(350 
Therefore 4 Union is poſſible, 


; HUS the Coalition of theſe two Intereſts into one appear. 
eth poſlible, becauſe their conſcientious Principles on both 
ſides have not that repugnancy, but that they may well cloſe to- 
gether in a due Temperament, and conſtitute one ſolid Eceleſiaſ- 
tical Polity. And nothing binders this Con junction, but the Oh- 
ſtinacy either of one or both Parties, from a humour of oppoſiti- 
on, or incurable Enmity, or ſome carnal Deſign. Among the 
Biſhops and Epiſcopal Doctors, ſome of the moſt eminent have 
witneſſed to the World their Deſires of Accommodation by their 
Endeavours and Propoſals that Way. The Presbyterians prefer 
aan uniting Accommodation, tho upon yielding Terms, before 
1 Diviſion with an entire Toleration. The in com: 
parable Biſhop Oſher in the beginning of the late 2m mann. 
Troubles propoſed bis Model, intituled, The e. 
dudion of Epiſcopacy unto the Form of Synodical Government recei- 
3 wed inthe antient Church, as an Cxpedient for the compromiſing of the 
new Differences ; thus declaring, [That by Order of the Church of 
0 England al Presbyters are charged to miniſter the Doctrine, Sacra- 
muents, and Diſcipline of Chriſt, as the Lord hath commanded, and 
as this Realm hath received the ſame. And that they might the better 
underſtand what the Lord hath commanded therein, the Exhortation 
f St. Paul to the Elders of the Church of Epheſus is appointed to be 
read unto them at the time of their Ordination, Take heed to your 
ſelves, and to all the Flock, among whom the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made you Overſeers, to rule the Congregation of God which he 
| hath purchaſed with his own Blood.] Mark well how this pious 
Learned Prelate declares his ownSenſe, and interprets the mean- 
Ing of the Church of England, that the Holy Ghoſt hath made all 
Ordained Miniſters, ;Biſbops, or Overſeers to rule the Congrega- 
tion of God. He faith e in our Church this kind ff 
| Es 


Pres 


2 „ 
Preibyterial Government hat h been long diſuſed, yet ſeeing it ſtill pro- 

feſſeth that every Paſtor hath a Right to rule the Church, and to mini- 
fler the Diſcipline of Chriſt, as well as to diſpenſe the Do@rine and 


| Sacraments : And the reſtraint of the Exerciſe of this Right proceeds 
only from the Guſtom now received in this Realm; no Man can doubt 
. but by another Law of the Land this Hindrance may be well removed. 
If the Presbyterians embrace theſe or ſuch like Propoſals, what 
- hinders the Agreement in that great and moſt. difficult Point in 
difference (to wit) Church. Government ® + 


n 8E G.. „ N. 
I. Accommodation to be prefered beore d Taru 


IT both Parties refuſe to meet each other, and to walk together 
i in a middle Way, the weaker Party muſt needs be tolerated. 
1 Fhere is indeed a third Way, by ſubverting the rejected ſide; 
but we believe, that in the preſent Caſe it is ſo abhorrent to humane 
Reaſon and Chriſtian Charity, that we will not take it into con- 
ſideration. Wherefore the Queſtion lies between an Accommo- 
dation and a Toleration, which of theſe two ſhall be choſen; and 
- why the former is more deſirable for both ſides than the latter, I 
offer theſe Arguments: And firſt, Multiformity of Religion pub- 
lickly profeſſed doth not well comport with the Spirit of this Na- 
tion, which is free, eager, jealous, apt to Animoſities and Jea- 
loufies,. beſides that it hath ever had a ſtrong. Propenfion to Uni- 

. formity.. Alſo, it is too well. known, that the dividing of 
Church-Communion is the dividing of Hearts, and that we ſhall 
_ not. live like Brethren, till we agree to walk in one Way. Only 
let this be well obſerved and ever remembred, that the neceſſary 
and. injoined Terms of this Unity be not in things ſuperfluous, 
but neoeſſary at Jeaſt for Edification,. Order and Peace. More- 
over, Toleration being not the Daughter of Amity but of Enmi- 
ty at leaſt; in ſome degree, ſuppoſeth the Party tolerated to be 
2 Burden, eſpecially if conceived dangerous to the Way _— 
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(37) 
ed, and commonly holds no longer than mere neceſſity cothpels ; 
and conſequently neither Party take themſelves to be ſafe, the one 
always fearing to loſe its Authority, and the other its Liberty. 
And if Men will lay aſide Self: conceit and fond Indulgence to 
the Way of their own Perſuaſion, they will quickly find, that 
the temper of this Kingdom doth not well accord with Extremes 
on either hand. Certainly well minded and ſerious People were 
never better prepared for an equal Accommodation. They are 
weary of tedious Diſſenſions in Church and State, and have 
ſeen and felt the ſad Conſequents thereof; and could they once 
attain to ſettled Union, upon the fame Grounds they would do 


their utmoſt to hold and keep it inviolable. Without controver= 


ſy, the earneſt Thoughts of ſuch a Compoſure did expedite the 
peaceable return of his Majeſty. The Presbyterians vigorouſly 
ated for it; altho they knew there were ſome that breathed out 
Revenge and Cruelty againſt them, yet they hoped that the pre- 

_ vailing part would be ſober, and carry it with all Moderation. 

But they relied chiefly upon his Majeſty's Wiſdom, Equity and 
Goodneſs, whoſe Vertues (atteſted by Faithful Witneſſes) pro- 
claimed him the Sovereign Reconciler and Healer of our Brea- 
ches. And ſurely they will never repent of their Honeſty and 
Loyalty. And let them reſt aſſured, that their Moderation ſhall 
plead for them in the time to come. „ 


: p . * 
. : 3 / 


of Moderate Propoſitions fateſt to promote Peace. 


FF one Party coming forward to meet their Brethren make a 
tender of ſach Propoſitions, as in all reaſon may procure 
Unity and Order in the Church, and cannot paſs further with- 
out regret of Conſcience 3 in this Caſe, for the other Party to 
goabout to ſtrain them higher, is moſt unreaſonable and unchari- 
table. Let them remember his Rule who is Lord and Head of the 

= Church; Whatſaever ye mould that Men ſhould do unto you, do Je 
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the ſame unto them. Now ſuch Propoſals may ſuffice for Peace, 


which will not ſatisfy Humour, aud Faction, and carnal Intereſt. 
Unity and Order may be obtained by thoſe Terms that do not 


prejudice the conſcientious Principles of either Party, and are 
not defective in things neceſſary 3 I mean, not only to Salvation, 

but to the Churches Peace and Edification : and verily to inſiſt up- 
on ſuch Terms alone, is the moſt Chriſtian and moſt rational Way 
to a ſolid and ſure Peace. As for the Presbyterians, what they of- 


fer will ſufficiently attain the ſaid Ends; and what they ſtand up- 


on doth not croſs the ſaid Rule of Charity and Prudence. Their 


Propoſals touching Prelacy, Liturgy, Ceremonies, and Canoni. 


or well Being. 


1 Ser 
Prelaty 10 eſſential part of Church- Government. 0 


THAT Prelacy, as it ſtood in Exglard, is not eſſential to 
| a Church-State, we call to witneſs the far greater num- 
ber of Proteſtant Epiſcopal Divines, yea the whole current of 
them, till the times next foregoing our Civil Wars. Archbiſhop 
"Bancroft, no way indulgent to Presbytery, withſtood the reor- 
daining of thoſe Scotiſh Presbyters elect Biſhops upon this Reaſon, 
That they might not ſeem to queſtion the Miniſtry of the Re- 
formed Churches. For which Cauſe, who can forbear to cenſure 
the palpable abſurdity of ſome later Prelatiſts, that unchurch all 


the Foreign Reformed Churches, and nullify their Miniſtry and 
Ordinances ? They have taken up a moſt deſtructive killing & 1 * 
nion, which (to the unſpeakable advantage ofthe Romiſo Church) 
lets out the Vitals of the Proteſtant Cauſe and Religion. And 
mall any that are hearty Proteſtants be fond of ſuch Gpinioniſt? 
Moreover, it is no leſs evident that the Prelacy, as it ſtood iin 
England, is without the Warrant of Divine Right, and thatnot 
only in regard of Lordly Titles and Exerciſe o Temporal 4 


minion, 


* 


cal Subſcriprion, are in no wiſe repugnant to the Churches Being 


55 


(39) 
minion, but alſo in regard of fole Juriſdiction and Deputation of 
Power. Is there any Text in the Scripture where the Name and 
Work of a Biſhop is appropriated to a ſuperior Order or Degree 
in the Miniftry 2 Do not all the Texts oi Scripture that mention 


the Name and Work of a Biſhop attribute both to all ordained 


Miniſters? Can there be a clearer Evidence that a Biſhop and 
Presbyter is the ſame Spiritual Ofhcer ? Beſi des, to maintain the 
Divine Right of Prelacy, it ſufficeth not to ſhew from Scripture 


any kind of difference between a Biſhop and a Presbyter, unleſs 


it can be likewiſe proved that the Eiſhop is the alone Subject or 


Receptacle of Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, that he alone hath Rule 


and Government over all the Presbyters within his Limits, yea, 


and over all the Churches, leaving no Power to the Presbyters, 


but to execute his Injunctions. But there is nothing more ex- 
preſs, than that the Holy Ghoſt hath made all Presbyters to be 


Biſhops or Overſeers, and hath commanded them to rule the 
Church, and to exerciſe Epiſcopacy, or to take the overſight 
thereof. And that this is the ſenſe of the Church of England, is 


manifeſt by appointing the Exhortation of St. Paul to the Elders 
of the Church of Epbeſus, and the Character and Qualification of 


Biſhops written by the ſame Apoſtle unto Tizrotih, to be read un- 


to Presbyters at the time of their Ordination. Hereupon a late 


fimous Defender of Prelacy was driven to leave the beaten Path 


of Epiſcopal Divines, and to take a new Way, but to the Ruin 
of the Cauſe maintained by him. He faith UL That altho the Title 
of Neto purega Elders, hath been extended to a ſecond Order in the- 
Church, and is now in uſe only for them under the Name of Presby- 


ters, jet in the Scripture times it belonged principally, if. not only, to 


' Bifhops, there being no Evidence that any of that ſecond Order were 
then inſtituted, tho ſoon after, before the Writings of Ignatius, ſuch 


were inſtituted in all Churches.) Here it is fully granted that the 


© Seripture Presbyters were Biſhops, and that the ſecond Order of 


mere Presby ters, which were no Biſhops, was not then inſtituted; 

whereupon it follows, that a mere Presbyter, who is no Biſhop, . 

it not of Divine Inſtitution, but a mere humane Creature, if the 
uk „„ 5: 


1 (4% 
Holy Scriptures be the perfect Rule of all Divine Inſtitutions. 
Neither is the abatement of Prelacy unto moderate Epiſcopacy 


or Preſidency any departure from the Practice of the antient 


Church, but a true reviving of the ſame, which was an Election 


made by the Presbyters of one of their own Number to preſide 


amongſt them, and that upon no pretence of Divine Right, but 


for Remedy of Schiſm, as Jerome witneſſetb. And with this 


Biſhop or Preſident the whole Presbyter: joined in the common 
Government of the Church. Biſhop Ober plainly ſhews how 
eaſily the antient Form of Government may be revived again, 


and with what little ſhew of alteration, namely, by erecting a 
Suffragan Biſhop in every Rural Deanery, into which every Dio- 


ceſs is ſubdivided, who may every Month aſſemble a Synod of all 
the incumbent Paſtors within the Precinct, and according to the 
major part of Voices, conclude all matters that ſhould be brought 


into debate before them, yet with a Liberty of Appeal (if need 


require) to the Dioceſan, Provincial, National Synods. That 
the number of Biſhops ſhould be very much augmented doth 
evidently appear to all that know and conſider the weight of E- 


piſcopal Superintendency 3 and the Learned Biſhop now mentio- 
ned gives a hint, that their Number might be very well conformed 
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to the Number of Rural Deaneries. Surely ſo many hundred 


populous Pariſhes now under the Government of one Biſhop 
might be well divided into many Dioceſles ample enough, And 
ſuch a courſe would make not only for the edifying of the Church, 


by the more effectual Inſpection of many Biſhops for one, but al - 


ſo for the advancement of Learning, by the Multiplication of Pre- 
ferments. Wherefore nothing of the Church's Being or Wellbe- 
ing, nothing of Divine Inſtitution or primitive Practice doth 


withſtand the Reduction of Prelacy to moderate Epiſcopacy, or 


the antient Sy nodical Government, to which the Presbyterians 
may conform without repugnancy to their Principles. 
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Presbyterians allow natural and decent Ceremonies. 
N H E Point of Ceremonies comes next under debate. And 
1 for as much as it concerns Divine Worſhip, it is of high 


Importance, and a tender Point of Conſcience. And herein we 
affirm, that the Presbyterian Conceſſions are no way defective, 
but ſufficient and ample unto all regular Devotion in Divine Ser- 
vice. All natural Expreſſions of Devotion, or natural external 
Worinip they readily acknowledg, as kneeling and lifting up of 
the Hands and Eyes in Prayer, and ſuch like, which are called 
natural, becauſe Nature it ſelf teacheth all Nations to uſe them 
without any Divine or Humane Inſtitution ; and a rational Man 
by the mere light of Nature is directed to them, yet not without 
{ome Government of Counſel and Diſcretion : For in theſe 
things Nature is in part determined and limited by the cultom of 
ſeveral Ages and Countries, and by the difference of ſeveral Ca- 
ſes. In the Act of Adoration the Proſtration of the Body is u- 
fed according to Nature in ſome Ages, Places, and Occaſions, and 
; not in others. In antient times the wearing of Sackcloth and 
Aſhes, and rending of Clothes were fit Expreſſions of Humiliati- 
5 on, and that according to Nature; yet the ſame ſutes not with 
our times: For herein Nature is ſubject unto ſome Variety, and 
now adays the wearing of the meaneſt Apparel were ſutable in 
a day of Humiliation, becauſe it is now a convenient natural 
Expreſſion of Self-abaſement, and a kind of Abſtinence. Like- 
wiſe kneeling is a natural Prayer-poſture, but where it cannot be 
uſed conveniently, ſtanding is naturally agreeable 3 nevertheleſs 
neither the one nor the other is neceſſary, where Infirmity or o- 
ther Neceſſity makes it inconvenient. Moreover, they do not 
ſ(ſceruple the mere Circumſtances of Order, as Time, Place and 
Method, without which humane Actions cannot be perform. They 
allow and commend all matters of Decency, as decent Churches or 
Meeting - places, and Furniture, as a Pulpit-cloth, Communion- 
Cup, and a grave Habit for a Miniſter, and in holy Duties a 
© ny grave 
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grave Poſture of Body, and compoſed Countenance, and the 
wearing of the beſt Apparel upon ſolemn ſacred times; all which 
are recommended in the general Rule, Let all things be done dee 


cently and in order: Which Rule properly is of the Law of Na- 
ture, and would oblige Chriſtians, tho it had not been written in 


the holy Scripture. In the things before mentioned we perceive 
a good accord, but here lies the difference. 
5 P 
But admit not Myſtical Ceremonies of human Inſtitution. 


"HE Presbyterians ſtick at Ceremonies properly facred, 
and ſignificant by human Inſtitution, which they conceive 


to be more than mere Circumſtances, even parts of Worſhip ; 


and whatſoever inſtituted Worſhip is not ordained of God, 
they hold unlawful. To the making up of the Ceremonies 


now in queſtion, they obſerve theſe things; Human Inſtitution, 


myſtical and inſtituted, not natural Signification and Appro- 


priation to Divine Worſhip: And it alters not the caſe, that 


they are by nature apt to ſignify (for ſo are all Sacraments) 


il they do not actually ſignify without Inſtitution. That ſuch 
Ceremonies are parts of Divine Worſhip they prove from the 
nature of Worſhip in general, which requires no more than 


that it hath the Honour of God for its direct and immediate 


end; it is ſomething not reductively, but directly ſacred and 


religious, and an immediate Expreſſion of our Obſervance of | 


God, and Obligation to him. And ſuch is the nature of the 


controverted Ceremonies, much differing from matters of Or- 


der and Decency, which properly and immediately reſpect Men 
that uſe them, as the Church or Temple is immediately and 


directly for the aſſembling of People, a Communion-Cup for 
drinking, a Table-Cloth for covering. Decency is no part of 


. Worſhip, but a Circumſtance thereof not proper to it, but 
common with grave Civil Actions, and doth no more become 
{ſacred when applyed to ſacred uſes, than a ſacred thing (as Prayer) 
becomes civil when apply d to civil uſes. Time confiderd as 
— 7 TED f 
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(43 
a mere Circumſtance of a ſacred Action, belongs to it, not 
preciſely as ſacred, but as an Action, becauſe without Time n 
Action can be performed. And being a mere Circumſtance, i: 
needs not be determined of God, but is left to human Pry. 
dence according to occaſton, whether for private or public 
Worſhip, which is the cafe of time for private Devotion, ar | 
days of publick Humiliation and Thankſgiving. But they thay 
ſcruple our myſtical ſignificant Ceremonies, conceive that they 
are properly and merely facred, as having the Honour of G..q 
for their direct and immediate end; that the Surplice is not for 


Gravity, nor merely for decent Diſtinction, but a religious myſti- 


cal Habit, the Character or Badg of a ſacred Office, or Service 
conformable to the Linen Ephod under the Law. The ſigning 
with the ſign of the Croſs (they conceive) is more evidently 


ſacred than the former. As Baptiſm conſecrates the Child, ſo 


doth the Croſs : It is uſed as a ſcaling ſign of our Obligation to 
Chriſt, as the words uſed in the Application thereof do mani- 
felt, and the Book of Canons doth declare expreſly, which 


ſaith [ That it is an honourable Badg, whereb; the Infant is dedi. 
cated to the Service of him that died on the Crojs, as by the words 


ſed in the Book of Common Prayer it may appear. ] And there- 
forc it is in that reſpect Sacramental. Beſides, if it were not a 
ſeali g ſign, but only for myſtical teaching, it hath the me 
nature with divers Levitical Ceremonies, which were not ty pical 
but doctrinal, teaching ſome Moral Duty. A Holy-day, or time 
properly ſacred, whether by Divine Inititution, as the Lord's- 
day, or human, as other ſacred Feſtivals, is not a mere Circum- 
ſtance, but a part of Worlhip: For it is not only belonging to a 
ſacred Action, as an Action, but preciſely as a ſacred Action on 
that ay to be performed; yea, it is of i ſelf ſacred, and is not 
only ſanctified by the Service, but alſo ſanctifieth the Service. 
The truth is, ſacred Ceremonies may in ſome reſpect be called 


Circumſtances, as being inferior things ſubſervient to Moral 


Worſhip, which is the main; yet they are alſo parts of Worſhip 


G 2 | Ceremo- 
—— 


in general, for Worſhip is either Moral or Ceremonial, and that 
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Ceremonial Worſhip which is commanded of God is lawful and 


good, but that which is not commanded by him is neither good 
nor lawful, nevertheleſs it is Worſhip. On this manner the Non- 
conformiſts and Presbyterians have debated this Controverſy, 
and argue further, That human Diſcretion is the Rule of Order 
and Method; Nature and civil Cuſtom is the Rule of Decency, 
but only Scripture is the Rule of inſtituted Worſhip, wherein 
both Addition and Diminution is alike forbidden. If the Engliſh 


Ceremonies be warrantably uſed; what hinders the uſe of di- 


vers other Ceremonies uſed in the Roman Church? Is it ſaid, 


their multitude will become burdenſome and inconvenient 2 
But who can determine the convenient number? And however, 


an exchange of one Ceremony for another were not unlawful. 


For what reaſon may not ſome other Romiſb Rites in Baptiſm 


be uſed as well as the Croſs, ſeeing they are nothing leſs ſigni- 


flicant or inoffenſive, nay peradventure much more inoffenſive, 
| becauſe the Papiſts by giving Divine Worſhip to the Croſs have 
abuſed it to groſs Idolatry >? We take this to be ſound Speech 
or Diſcourſe that cannot be gainſaid. And ſurely thoſe of tem- 
perate Spirits that are otherwife minded, might well conceive 
that it hath ſuch probable appearance, as may poſfibly take with 
learned and pious Men. And ſeeing the one ſide allow and 
commend all natural external Worſhip, and all matters of De- 
cency and Order, and deſire to be ſpared in myſtical Ceremonies 


of human Inſtitution, the other fide ſhould not in reaſon or 
charity inſiſt on the ſaid Ceremonies, as the terms of Church- 
Communion and.Privileges, and of Chriſtian Unity and Amity. 
SE C.T. XXIV. 
The Liturgy deficient and alterable. 


* \ S concerning the Liturgy, the Presbyterians do not gain- 
ſay the lawfulneſs of a (tinted form of Prayer, in as much 


as the obſerving either of a Form or Directory is not of the ſub- 


ftance of Prayer, but an accident or circumſtance belonging to it, 
and left to human Determination. It is furthur granted by them; 


that 
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(45) 
that in ſome parts of publick Worſhip a Form is ordinarily ne- 
ceſſary, as in the Sacramental Actions, in the Act of paptizing, 
and of conſecrating and delivering the Lord's. Supper : And 
herein will be no diſharmony, becauſe they are Scripture- forms. 


Likewiſe in ſuch parts of Divine Service where it is not neceſſa- 
ry, they can ſubmit unto it for the Churches Peace: Nevertheleſs 


they are not ſatisfied in the preſent Liturgy, but deſire it may be 
laid aſide, or much reformed. And what ſolid Reaſon withſtands 
the equity of this Deſire? Moderate Prelatiſts have acknowleged 


conſiderable Imperfections in the Book of Common- Prayer, and 


Biſhop Uſer hath collected ſundry particulars in his Direction 


concerning the ſame, preſented to the Houſe of Commons upon 


their requeſt, Let ſober Judgments conſider, whether this or that 
form of Prayer be of the ſubſtance of that ſacred Exerciſe, or 


Only its outward ſhape and dreſs. If it were of the ſubſtance of 
religious Worſhip, it would require Divine Inſtitution to make it- 


lawful, as do other parts of inſtituted Worſhip. If it be only 
an outward ſhape and dreſs left to human Prudence, it is variable 
according to the difference of times. Whoſoever obſerves impar- 
tially, ſhall find that Political Prudence was joined with Chriſtian 


Piety in compoſing. the Engliſh Service- Book. In the beginning 


of Reformation the Wiſdom of the State ſo ordered, that fo great 
a change might be made with as little noiſe as was poſſible, and 
with regard to what the Nation would bear. Accordingly when 


a Rebellion was raiſed in Coruwal and Devonſhire about the change 


of Religion, King Edward to appeaſe the matter told the People, 
That it was no other than the old Service in the Exgliſʒß Tongue. 
Likewiſe when this Form was revived by Q. Elizabeth, one might 
conjecture that care was taken that no Paſſage offenſive, even to: 
the Papiſts, might remain therein, for we find an Alteration in 


the Litany very material. Whereas King Edward's Book ran thus 


From all Sedition and privy Conſpiracy, from the Tyranny of the Bi- 


ſhop of Rome, and all his deteſtable Enormities, from all falſe Doctrine 


and Hereſy] Theſe words [ From the Tyranny of the Biſhop of. 


Rome, and all his deteſtable Cnormities ] were left out in Q. H 


abe J hs 1 


(46) 8 
abet hs time, and ever ſinee. Whereupon the Papiſts throughout 
this King@m reſorted to our Divine Service for the firſt ten 
years of that Queen's Reign. And this came to pals alſo by the 
Pope's Connivance, who was: not then in deſpair of reducing 
England by fair means: But ſince that Papiſts have been Recuſants. 
Wherefore if Forms be variable, according to the difference of 
times, and the preſent Liturgy was compiled with reſpe& to the 
Peace of former times, and the reconciling of Papiſts to Proteſtants, 
but is now become by change of times an occaſion of dividing 
Proteſtants from each other, without hope of regaining Papiſts: 
Can Religion or Reaſon plead for the rigorous impoſing of .it 
(eſpecially without very much Emendation) upon godly peaceable 
Miniſters and People that dare not ufe it throughout? Doth the 
Life and Soul of Religion lie in the Common-Prayer ? Is it as an- 
tient as.Chriſtianity, yea, or of equal extent with the Proteſtant 
Reformation ? Whence is it then that many will have no Commu- 
nion with thoſe that do not uſe it, or would caſt out of the 
Church thoſe that cannot uſe it throughout, who nevertheleſs in 
all neceſſary parts of Worſhip are conformable to Proteſtant Do- 
ctrine and Practice? Is that Efficacy or Excellency in it, that the 
laying it aſide would much impair and weaken Religion, and 

darken its Glory ? Let it be then examined, whether it hath made 
the Comers thereunto more perfe& than others, more knowing 
in Religion, more pious and blameleſs in their Converſation than 
thoſe that frequent it not. Let Experience come forth and wit- 
neſs; which (if conſtant and univerſal) is the beſt Proof of the 


Efficacy, or Imbecillity of any Inſtitution. Suppoſe a Liturgy 


were framed of Confeſſions, Petitions and Thankſgivings, whol- 
ly collected out of Sacred Scripture, both for Matter and Expreſ- 
fion, would it be inferior to that which is now in queſtion ? 
Doubtleſs ſuch a Form would be a happy Expedient to put an end 
to this Controverſy. %% Le ha, i, Lat 5 
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SECT. 


N 
SE Cr. XXV. 


Canonical Subſcription unreaſonable, 


Anonical Subſcription lately impoſed is a Yoke of Bondage, 
to be conſidered by all thoſe that have a true regard to ſuch 
Lib: ty in Religion, as Equity and Neceſſity pleads for. Bleſſed 
be God, who hath put it into the King's Heart to extend Com- 
paſſion to a Multitude of his Faithful Subjects, and to remove 
this Yoke 3 let not this or the like be laid on their Necks any 
more, The Canon requires a ſubſcribing to the thirty nine Arti- 
cles, to the Common-Prayer Book, to the Book of ordering 
Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons ; that all theſe contain in them no- 
thing contrary to the Word of God. This is unreaſonable, un- 
profitable, and unneceſſary. It is unreaſonable : for were it juſt 
and reaſonable, it muſt ſuppoſe not only perfect verity through- 
out the whole, without any mixture of Error; but allo either a 
Spirit of Infallibility in the Compoſers of thoſe Books, or the 
like meaſure of Judgment and Perſuaſion in all Orthodox and 
Pious Miniſters, concerning all Particulars in ſo large a Volume, 
written by Men ſubject to error. That there is not perfect Veri- 
ty without mixture, or grounded ſuſpicion of Error, there is re- 
al Evidence. To aſſert a Spirit of Infallibility in the Compoſers 
thereof, is not conſonant to Proteſtant Principles. To ſuppoſe 
the like meaſure of Faith and Judgment in all Orthodox Godly 
Miniſters concerning fallible Writings, is abſurd 3 and to rack Men 
unto it, is an Imitation of that Tyrant, that would ſtretch miſe- 
rable Creatures unto the length of that Bed of Torment upon 
which he laid them. It is alſo unprofitable : For theſe forced 
large Subſcriptions are known to be no ſure holdfaſt of the Mul- 
titude drawn into them, whereof many come hand over head, 
merely as to an injoined Form; others more conſiderate do it in 
their own ſenſe, And indeed the beſt Service which this Injunc- 
tion doth, is to lie as a Bar to exclude the more deliberate fort, or 
| asa Clog to oppreſs their Conſciences. If to remedy this evil, 
you allow Men to uſe their own Limitations — 
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the Buſineſs it ſelf is inſignificant. If to ſatisfy ſeveral Parties, 


you pen the Doctrines and Forms in ambiguous Terms, the ſway- 
ing part of the Church will draw them to their own peculiar ſenſe, 
and eſtabliſh their own Opinions, to the cruſhing of Diſſentersz 


as by the potency of ſome Prelates, Arminianiſm was aſſerted 


forthe Doctrine of the Church of Exgland. 
: -” 4 EC 4: ALL 
And unneceſſary. 


Aſtly, it is unneceſſary: For we ſuppoſe the Benefits pre- 
L tended by it are Unity in Doctrine, and Uniformity in 
Practice; both which may be as well attained and far more kind- 
ly, without this enforced Subſcription, if no Miniſter be ſuffered 
to preach or write any thing contrary to the eſtabliſhed Doctrine, 
Worſhip and Diſcipline, nor ordinarily for the main to negle& 
the eſtabliſhed Rule. But what Inconvenience, if in things of 


leſſer weight, a latitude were allowed? A little Variety indulged 


in ſome Particles, is no [Impeachment of Uniformity, but rather 
an Eſtabliſhment thereof with Contentment and Tranquillity. 
Contrariwiſe, as the wringing of the Noſe draws forth Blood, fo 
overſtraining and rigid Injunctions diſtemper the Minds of Men 
_ Otherwiſe peaceable, and ſtir up Strife. 8 


S ECT. XXVII. 
Why the Epiſcopal Party ought to make Advances. 


A FT Oreover the publick State of theſe Differences is ſuch, that 
I the Prelatiſts may and ought to deſcend to the Presbyteri- 


ans in the propoſed moderate Way, but the Presbyterians cannot 
come up to the Prelatiſts in the height of their Way. For the 


Prelates Condeſcenſion ſtands only in Omiſſion or Forbearance of 


certain things which ſeem to them lawfal and laudable, but the 
Subjection of the Presbyterians ſtands in ſubſeribing and con- 
forming to certain things which to them ſeem unlawful : And 
common Equity will ſoon paſs its Verdict, that the Condeſcenſi- 
| | E N On 
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on of the one is far more eaſy than the ſubjection of the other. Biſhop 
Davenant in his Determinations reſolves in one queſtion, that a Proteſtant 
may not with a ſafe Conſcience ve preſent at the Pepiſh Maſs, becauſe he 
wounds his Conſcience by impious Diſſimulation, thereby making a 
ſhew of approving that pretended expiatory Sacrifice. In another Queſ- 
tion he reſolves, That Papiſts are bound to be preſent at the Engliſh Di- 
vine Service, becauſe nothing occurs therein, that can be by themſelves 


reproved. In applying this to our Caſe, it is far from my Thoughts to 
make the compariſon between Presbyrerians and Prelatiſts, parallel with 


that between Proteſtants and Papiſts; but I make the Reaſon of both Ca: 


ſes parallel: for as Papiſts find nothing in the Proteſtant Liturgy (accord- 


ing to their own Principles) impious or unſound 3 in like manner the 
Prelatiſts can find no.potitive thing in the propounded terms of Accom- 
modation, contrary to divine Right and primitive Practice; only as the 
Papiſts find not fo much as they would have in our Liturgy, ſo the Prela- 
t5/ts in the (aid Propoſals, Nay, the Papiſts have better colour of Rea- 


ſon to feparate from our Publick Service, becaule, altho they find no- 


thing poſitively unſound, yer according to the K&N Faith they may pre- 


tend fundamental Defects therein; as the want of the Sacrifice of the 
Maſs: but the Prelatiſts can here alledg no ſuch things the ſuppoſed 
Defects and Omiſſions being only in things remote from the Foundation 
of Faith and Religion. For we truſt the greater number of them do not 


hold, that there is no Church without a Frelate having ſole Juriſdiction 
over the Clergy ; That there is no Miniſtry but what is ordained by ſuch 


a Prelate ; That there is no true Divine Service, where the Common ray . 


er Bool is not uſed 3 and that there is no acceptable Worthip without 


humane myſtical Ceremonies. Let them that have taken ſuch Opinions 


ſadly conſider whether they are led therein by Conſcience, or by Humour 


SECT. XXVIII. The Objection of unſivedaeſs is Religion, cleared. 
THE ereateſt ſhew of Reaton oppoſing ths Moderation is a preten- 
ded Fixation in Religion; and indeed it is but 2 ſhew and colour. 


That Religion is a thing unmoveable, all that be truly religious do from 


the Heart acknowledg; and for the Immobility thereof, none contend 


more earneſtly than the Preslyteriant. But they fix its unmoveable 
State in the Canonical Scripture, and they continually cry, to the Law 


and to the Teſtimony, againſt human Traditions and Inventions, in one 
extreme, and againſt Enthuſiaſms in the other. Upon occaſion of any 
erration in Doctrine or Practice they recall us to the primitive Rule and 
Pattern; and what is received from the Lord, that deliver they to the 


Churches. That ſacted Rule they willingly ſuffer not to be captivated 
in its Interpretation by the Churches 5 as do the Papiſte; nor 


by 
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by proud and arrogant Reaſon, as the Socini ant; nor by Impulſe and I- 


magination, as the Exthuſiafts : but they maintain it in its full Agghority 
to interpret it ſelf; whoſe authentick Interpretation we are enabled to 


diſcern by rational Inferences and Deductions, wherein we make uſe of 


Reaſon, not as an Argument, but as an Inſtrument. 


As lor the Decrees and Canons of the Church, what rightful Anthori- 
ty doth make them as the Liw of the Mee: and Perſiant that altereth not? 

Muſt things be enacted by the Church once and for ever? And whether 
they be little or great, clear or doubttul, neceſſary or {uperfluous, muſt 


they be held unqueſtionable and indiſputable? Sarely this is to idol ize hu- 


man Conſtitutions, and to equalize them with Divine; and to lead the 


People to a blind implicite Faith, and a neglect of learching the Scrip- 
tures. And upon this ground thoſe large Churches, as the Roman, Gre- 


cian, A thiopick, Armenian, Indian, an] the reſt, are obſtinitely divided 
tor many Ages from each other; and holding to this Principle of unalte- 
rable Traditions and Conſtitutions, they will be divided to the end of the 


World: Had not all Ecclefiaſtical Canons and Decrees a beginning, and 
that at ſundry times, and in divers manners? And are not many of 'em as it 
were but of yeſterday 2 And when they were brought in, where was the. 
pretended fixation? Doubtleſs Religion may be alike altered by Additi- 


on qs by Subſtraction: Nay, Hath there not been Subſtraction allo ? 
Fre not divers Cuſtoms and Ceremonies of great antiquity now quite a- 
boliſhed among us? If the Church of Rome may err, why not the 


Church of Exgland? Indeed the Papifts that hold their Church infallible, 


may hold the Decrees thereof unalterable; but the Church of Englans 
claims no ſuel) Privilege. Was it neceſſary that our firſt Retormers 
ſhould ſee all things at the firſt day break out of the nigut of Popery ? 


Or it they ſaw all things requiſite for their own times, could they foreſee 
all fature Events, and provide Remedies for Inconventences which Time 


might bring forth? It is a wiſe ſaying of a learned Man, That Time it ſelf 
is thegreateſt Innovator; and again, That Phyſick is an Innovation. Surely as 


che natural, ſo the Body politick, ſometimes needs Poylick and often- 


times moderate Reformations do prevent Abolitions and Extirpations-- 
Beſides, a great alteration in this kind hath continued in a ſtated Poſture 
for many Years, which infers a greater neceſſity of an Accommodation. 
Nevertheleſs there is no attempt or queſtion made of changing any thing. 
that toucheth ſound Faith, and good Life, or the Subſtance of Divine 
Worſhip. Yet inthe Doctrine of the Church ſomething poſſibly may 


have been inſerted as an Article of Faith, which is but problematical; and 
in a ſandameacal Article ſome inconvenient Expreſſion may be uſed, and 


this queſtionleſs may be altered without any imputation of uncertainty to 
che eſtabliſned Doctrine. Some change in the.outward Form and Cere- 
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monies, which are but a Garb or Dreſs, isno real change of the Wor- 


ſhip: ſome change in the late external Juriſdiction of the Church, which 


was not formally Eccleſiaſtical and Spiritual, but Temporal and Coercive, 
_ inveſted in the Biſhops by the Law of the Land, is no change in the true 


Spiritual Power, that is intrinſecal to their Spiritual Office. Nay, the 


Model and Platform, the Kingdom being already ſquared for it, as bath 


been above ſhewed in the Offers made by ſome Biſhops. Only the Pow- 


er will be more diffuſed, being diſtributed among Biſhops and Presby- 
ters in due proportion. Is it objeted, Once remove the antient 


Reformation may be compaſſed with little Variation, as to the outward. 


Pounds, and we know not where to ſtop, we muſt ſerve every Humour, 


and an Inundation of Error and Schiſm will break in? Surely Papiſts 
have as much to ſay herein againſt the Proteſtants, as the Prelatiſts a- 


gainſt the Presbyterians. For they ſay, that Proteſtantiſm is the Womb 


of all Seas, and that we having forſaken the infallible Guide, the 


Church of Rome, have loſt our (elves in a Wilderneſs of Error: belides, 


wao were they that removed the antient Bounds ſet in the firſt Engliſh 
Reformation, by introducing many Innovations? But to give a direct 
anſwer, are not the Sacred Scriptures, and Chriſt's Holy Inſtitutions 


ſufficient Bounds and Landmarks > Cannot prudent and faithful Charch- 


guides keep the Flock from wandring, unleſs they hedg them in by un- 
changeable Canons, even for mere Formalities? In the late diſtempered 


Advantages 3 yet it is manifeſt, that towards the latter end, Error was 


rather in the Wane than in the Increaſe, which we are bold to attribute 
to the liberty of conſtant practical Preaching. Wherefore ſettle Diſ- 


cipline, incourage true Watchmen, reſtrain Seducers, expel the Jeſu- 
its, and the Church thro God's Bleſſing will be kept in Peace and Order. 


SECT. XXIX. What it is that hath hitherto obſtructed the Union. 


F theſe things are ſo, whence proceeds the preſent vehemency and 


importur:ity of ſo many of the Epiſcopal Party to carry things to 
the height of their way, without the leaſt abatement of the antient Rigor ? 
Some of that way, as wile and learned, and pious as any among them, 


the Violence of ſome of the late Prelates. Have preſent advantages 


times, the Sectaries and masked Jeſuits had a free range, and all poſſible. 


did offer terms inthe time of their Diſtraction and Oiſtreſs; and in thoſe | 
times it was a common thing among the friends of Prelacy, to condemn 


made them of another mind? If they anſwer by Retortion, Why did 


not the Presbyterians make a more early offer of Agreement, and cloſe 
when time was With the Oyertares of ſome Biſhops? Truly we are 
willing to argue the cafe, and have many things to reply. And firſt, it 
is freely acknowledged that we * to have had à more tender teſpect 
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to each other, to have better conſidered the ſtate of England, and to have 


ſtudied Moderation. Yet let not one {ide bear all the blame when both 
are faulty. Impetuous actings on both ſides ſuddenly brought us to Extre- 


mities, and a War brake forth, and then both Prelatiſts and Presbyte- 
rians were engaged wich ſuch Partakers, that the more moderate on 


both fides muſt needs be overacted. And as the War was prolonged, 


the Breach was widened, Stateſmen, and Swordſmen, and particular tub- 


dividing Intereſts having their peculiar and hidden Deſtzns. Moreover, 
when the Regal Power, and the Houſe of Peers were ſuppreſſed, and 
moſt of the Houſe of Commons ſecluded, the Presbyterians had only an 
Intereſt of Liberty, but not of Power and Authority, and Favour. You 
cannot impute to them the want of Unity, which was not poſſible for 


them to encompaſs. But they were heartily weary of thoſe Conſuſions, 


and longed for Unity and Order, and had much regard to Bp U/her's Re- 
duction then reprinted, deſiring to take it for a groundwork, or beginning 
of Accommodation among all ſober Proteſtants, that we might not be 


ſpoiled of all Religion. but what Papiſts and Sectar ies would by their 


leaves allow us: So that not of Conſtraint, but of Choice and a ready 


Mind, they purſue Peace and Concord. Howbeit, in thoſe times ſome . 


Prelatiſts of the higher ſtrain would condeſcend in nothing, but gloried 


in calling themſelves the unchangeable Sons of the Church of England, 


that is, in their ſenſe, the unalterable Aſſerters of the Opinions and 


Practices of the late Engliſh Hierarchy. There were alſo many more 


moderate Epiſcopal Divines, that were formerly reckoned half Puritans, 


and upon that account kept from Preferment, till about the beginning of 
the Long Parliament, ſome of them were made Biſhops for the ſupport 
of Epiſcopacy. Thele being exaſperated by the late Wals, and the iſſue 


thereof violent Changes in Government, and their own Sufferings, which 
happened beyond our firſt Expectations, were fer at a greater diſtance 


from us. Let both ſides acknowledg their Error in departing to ſuch 


a diſtance from one another. The truth is, Men ingaged in War aim at 
Victory, and having peculiar Intereſts draw to Extremes But now we 
ſettle upon a common bottom, and Prudence ſhould guide us to aim at 
common ſatisfaction. It is known that ſome Epiſcopal and Presbyterian 
Divines have joined hand in hand, and why ſhould not all thoſe of either 
Party do the like, that are both for Chriſt? Indeed a Calamity may befal 
{ound and good Chriſtians, to reſuſe Unity in Church-order, when the 
terms mutually required ſeem to one or both Parties unlaw ful. But in the 

preſent caſe, when. nothing is deſired in contradiction to Divine Right, 
Primitive Practice, Order and Decency, but a forbearance or indulgence 
in things not of themſelves neceſſary, yet ſcrupled as unlawiul, and it will 
not be accepted, ſurely either ſecular Intereſt, or the everlaſting Enmity 
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is the root of this Diſſenſion. And certainly, with thoſe that bear ſo 
hard upon Mens - Conſciences, Conformity to Church Government, 

|\ Rites and Ceremonies, is not ſufficient to procure their Amity. We well 
1 remember how heretofore the conforming Puritans were as great an Eye- 
1 ſore to ſome Prelates as the Non- conformiſt. But in good earneſt, ſhall 
| ſuch precious things as the Peace and Edification of the Church, the 
1 needful Service of ſo many able and godly Miniſters, and the Quiet and 
Comfort of ſo many ſober-minded Chriſtians be all ſacrificed to the Hie- 
rarchy and.Ceremonies ? Will not Epiſcopal Proteſtant Divines regard 
the weakening of the Proteſtant Cauſe in Chriſtendom, by treading the 
Presbyterians under foot? The more antient Biſhops in Exgland were of 
another mind, as Biſhop Robert Abbot by Name, witnels this Paſſage of 
his Sermon preached when he was Doctor of the Chair in Oxford L That 
Men under pretence of Truth, and preaching againſt the Puritans, ſtriłe at the 
heart and root of Faith and Religion now eſtabliſhed among us; that this preach- 
ing againſt Puritans was but the Practice of Parſons and Campians Counſel 
when they came into England to ſeduce young Students; and when many of them 
were afraid to loſe their Places, if they ſhould profeſſedly be thus, the Connſel they 
then gave them was, that they ſhould (peak freely againſt Puritans, and that 
ſhould ſuffice, ] Let our Epiſcopal Brethren, as Divines, as Proteſtants, as 
Chriſtians, conſider theſe things. O let it not be ſaid of this Generation 
in the time to come, that the way of Peace we have not known! _ 
From the Diſcourſe atoregoing, I infer this pacifick and healing Con- 
cluſion, That the Party called Preshietian may be protected and incou- 
raged, and the Epiſcopal not deſerted nor diſobliged. His Majeſtys Wil- 
dom and Authority will draw both ſides to ſubmit to Reaſon. 


SECT. XXX. The third Queſtion ſtated. 
T HE third Inquiry having Connexion with the two former, now 
1 follows to cloſe up the whole matter. „ 


Q. III. whether the upholding both Parties by a juſt and equal Accommodation, 
be not in it ſelf more deſirable, and more agrecable to the State of England,, 
than the abſolute exalting of one Party and the total ſubverſion of the other? 


That ſtate of Prelacy which cannot ſtand without the ſubverſion. of 
the Presbyterians, and that ſtands in oppoſition to regulated Epiſcopacy, 
will become a myſtery of a mere carnal and worldly State, under a facred 
| Title and venerable Name of our Mother the Church. For in ſuch vp- 
poſition, of what will it be made up, but of Lordly Revenue, Dignity, 
Splendor, and Juriſdiction, with outward Eaſe and Pleaſure? What will 
its deſign be from Age to Age, but to uphold and advance its own Pomp 
and Potency? Read the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories, and you ſhall find we 
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great buſineſs of the Hierarchy hath been to conteſt with Princes and 
Nobles, and all Ranks and Degrees about their Immunities, Privileges, 
Preheminences, to multiply Conſtitutions and Ceremonies for props to 
their own Greatneſs, but not to promote the ſpiritual Kingdom of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the Hearts of People, according to the Life and 
Power of Chriſtianity. The above-named Venetian Gentleman in his 
Narative of the Pope's Nuncio, delivers this Maxim, {| That the Court of 
Rome, in perpetual purſuance of its old Pretences, is more ſollicitous and laborious 
to reverſe and deſtroy the Oath of Allegiauce, becauſe it ſeems contrary to its tem- 
poral Grandeur, than to extirpate ſuch Hereſies as the Realm of England 1s in- 
fected with ] Even ſo ſuch an Hierarchy will be more induſtrious and 
careful to eſtabliſh and enlarge their own Power and Dignity, than to 
maintain and propagate Chriſt's true Religion. What are the Weapons 
of the Warfare by which this myſtical State prevails? Not ſuch as are, 
mighty through God, working upon the Conſcience, but pecuniary 
Mulcts, and greater temporal Penalties, not to the wounding of the Spi- 
rit, but to the breaking of the outward Eſtate. By what ways and me- 
thods muſt it be advanced? The conſtant and practical preaching of the 
Word muſt be diſcountenanced, Snares muſt be laid for the moſt zea- 
lous Miniſters, Sports and Paſtimes on the Sabbath-days muſt be held 
forth with allowance and approbation, Men of ſtrict Lives and (ſerious 
in Religion muſt be reproached for Fanaticks. By theſe means a People 
being firſt eathralled to Ignorance, Superſtition and Profaneneſs, will be 
diſpoſed unto blind Obedience and perfect ſpiritual Bondage. For in 
very deed the State here deſcribed will never ſtand ſafely among a People 
that are free, ſerious, ſearching and diſcerning in matters of Religion. 
For this cauſe an Hierarchy of this nature hath a ſtrong biaſs towards 
Popery : Nay, it muſt for its own ſafety approach as near it as the Na- 
tion can well bear. The Reformed Religion doth not glory in the vaſt 
Riches, outward Pomp, and Splendor of Eccleſiaſtical Perſons. Where- 
fore, when the Grandeur of Prelates and Porop of Ceremonies is af- 
fected and admired, the Church of Nome is ſure to find favour in the 
eyes of the Clergy. The laid Venetian reports [ That the Univerſities, Bi- 
To and Divines of this Realm aaily embrace Catbolick Opinioas, tho they pro- 
eſs them not with open month, for fear of the Puritans, | In this matter let 
them ſtand or fall by the Evidence of their own Writings. Let it be 
well obſerved, that the deſigns of ſuppreſſing Puritans, ang.complying 
with Papiſts in this Nation, had their beginning both at once, and pro- 
ceeded in equal paces. And it hath appeared, that the moderate Caſſan- 
drian Grotian Popery was no Abomination to many Prelatiſts. 
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SECT. XXXI. That it && not the Intereſt of the Prelutiſt to ſubvert the 


Precyerian Party. 


T HE Conciliators of our Age have judged Papiſts and moderate Pro- 
1 teſtants (as they call them) very reconcilable, but have caſt the 
Calviniſts or Puritans without the limits of Pacification. Wherefore, | 
we cannot conceive that the exceſſive height of Prelacy (I ſay not this of 
regulated Epiſcopacy) is the ſtrongeſt Bulwark agaiuſt Popery, unleſs 
by Popery is meant no more than what the Trent Fathers (except the Ita. 
lians) generally oppoſed, to wit, the ſtupendous exorbitant Power of 
the Pope, who pretends to be not only ſupreme, but in effect, ſole Bi- 
ſnop of the Univerſe, as reputing all other Biſhops his mere Subjects 
and Delegates. . We confeſs, Popery in this new and ſtrict Notion, 
might be controlled by the height of Pre/acy, But according to the vul- 
gar ſenſe, we take Popery in the height thereof for the Hereſies am Ido - 
latries, and in the lower degree thereof, for the groſs Errors and Super- 
ſtitions of the Church of Rowe. Moreover, pure neceſſity in that ſtate 
weill conſtrain the Hierarchy to negotiate with Rome, it they ſubvert and 
rum the Presbyterians. If in ſuch a caſe they intend to uphold a Prote- 
| | ſtant ſtate, they underitand not their own Concern. The Biſhops muſt 
F  <citherretreat to a moderate compliance with Presbyterians, or advance 
' _ toa reconciliation with Papiſts. If they nad a deſign to extirpate the 
Presbyterians, and could accomplith it, are they able afterwards alone and 
by themſelves to bear up againſt the main Force, and to withſtand all the 
wiles and methods of the Popith Faction at home and abroad? They 
miltake themſelves, if they think their unalterable Adherents are ſo nu- 
merous and powerful. In caſe they diflipate that other Party, which hath 
been always found moſt active, vigorous and vigilant againſt Romiſh En- 
croachments, what remains beſides themſelves and their Zealots, but a 
common droniſh multitude, that will do little for any Religion, or Men 
of looſe Principles, that would eaſily imbrace Popery as a fleth pleaſing. F 
Religion? When the common People are left to Ignorance and Profane- 4 
nels for ſervile Ends and Purpoles, they are throughly prepared for Po- = 
- pery, which is a groſs, ſenſual, formal, pompous way, agreeable to the i 
multitude; whereas Fanaticiſm, the other Extreme, takes but with a few 
in compatifon, becauſe it has ſomething of pretended Illuminations, ſpiri - | 
taal Notions and Raptures, to which the common multitude is not pro- 
penſe. If you ask how hath Prelacy held it out hitherto againſt Popery, 
even from the firſt Reformation; take notice that the Epiſcopal Clergy 
did not go about to exterminate the Puritans before their latter times, and 
thea he that had half an Eye could diſcern the notable Advance, and the 
confident Expectations of the Popiſn Faction. 1 
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SECT. XXXII. All Advances towards Popery dangerous. 


D any Perſons conceive a Reconciliation with Rome hopeful or poſſi- 
ble upon moderate terms (as they ſuppoſe) namely, the permiſſion 


of the Marriage of Prieſts, the Pope's Diſpenſation for the Oaths of Alle- 


giance and Supremacy, ſo far as it ccncerns the King's Temporal Power, 


the adminiſtring the Communion in both kinds, and the Liturgy officiated 
in the Exgliſg Tongue ? Let them obſerve that Parzan: the Pope's Nuncio 
in England declared privately to his intimate Friend, that the Pope would 


never admit any Man to govern here as Biſhop (meaning over the Catho- 


| licks) chat ſhould favour rhe Oath of Allegiance. And the reaſon hereof 
is evident, becauſe it is a thing contrary to the Maxims of Rowe, More- 
over in that little Hiſtory of the ſaid Nuncio there is a Paſſage, which 
being well conſidered, doth evince that the Courts of England and Rome 
are irreconcilable, un eſs England become intirely Papal. That Author 


faith, L That this Realm is ſo perverſly addicted to maintain its own reſolute Opi- 


nion of excluding the Pope's Authority, that this bath been the cauſe why the Catho- 
liche, who for the firſt twelt e years conformed themſelves to the Polity introduced 
into the Church of England, have ſince ſeparated from it; and to teſtify their 

uniting to the Pope, have refuſed to frequent the Proteſtant Churches, and have 


thereby framed one Patty in that State, | Leta fair Accord in the general 
be ſuppoſed, yet the ſole point of the Pope's Supremacy ſhall daſh the 
whole Agreement. We know. that Jeſuitiſm is the predominant hu- 
mour in the Papacy, and nothing can be done without their influence; 


and therefore we cannot be one with the Church of Rowe, unleſs we be 


ſubject to the Court of Rome, and abandon all Proteſtantiſm. 
Whereupon all approaches and motions towards Rome are dangerous. 
For Popiſh Agents will eaſily over: act the Reconcilers, and peradveature 
lead them whither they would not. If we walk on the Brink, we may 
ſoon fall into the Pit. Altho it ſtands not wich Chriſtian Charity to diſ- 
claim Agreement upon reaſonable terms with any that are named Chri- 
ſtian, yet it is not fit for a purer Church to incorporate with a Church de- 
filed with ſuch Abeminations. Beſides, as to reaſon of State, Eamity 
with Kome hath been reputed the Stability of EAgland; concerning which 
the Duke of Khoan hath delivered this Maxim, [_ T hat beſides the Intereſt 
which the King of England hath common with all Princes, he hath yet one porti- 


cular, which is, that he ought throyghly to acquire the advancement of the Pro- 
 teſtant Religion, eden with as much Zeal as the King of Spain appears Protector 


of the Catholick. ludeed. that Scarlet-coloured Whore hath this bewitch- 
ing Ingredient in che Cup of her Fornication, that ſhe diſpoſeth Subjects 
to Security and blind Obedience, and exalteth Princes unto abſolute Do- 


minion. But againſt this Poiſon a ſovereign Antidote is given by a judi- 
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cieus Writer, that this proves that, Subjects are more miſerable, not that 


Princes are more abſolute. among Papiſts; foraſmnch as where the Pope 
prevails there is a co-domination and rivalry. in Rule, and this Proteſtant 


Princes are freed from: and whereas Popery hath been ever infamous for 


 Excommunicating, murdering, depoſing Princes, the Proteſtant Religion 
aims at nothing but that the King's Prercgative and popular Liberty may be 
even ballanced. If it be ſaid, that this is true of Proteſtantiſm, but Purita- 
niſm leads to Sedition, Rebellion, Anarchy; let the world know that Puri- 


taniſm (which is no other than ſound Proteſtantiſm ) doth abhor theſe 


Crimes, and defy the charge thereof. The People that were called Puritans, 


and now Presbyterians, have had no ſellowſhip with Politicians and Secta- 


ries in thoſe pernicious ways: but their Principle is for ſubjection to Princes, 
tho they were Rereticks or Infidels; and if they differ herein from the Pre- 


- Jatical Proteſtants, it is only that they:piead for Liberty ſettled by. known 
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SECT. XXXIII. The Middle War the ſafeſt. 


T Rom the Reaſons aforegoing we conclude, That Proteſtantiſm will beſt” 


conſiſt ict the middle way, by reducing Prelacy to the antient Synodical 


Government or moderate Epiſcopacy. And this is a bleſſed Work, wor- 
thy of a pacifick King, with reſpect to his Henour and Service, whoſe Title. 
is, Th Prince ef Peace. Herein his Majeſty ( with God's help) may over-rule 
without difficulty or hazard. He need not ſay of thoſe that are averſe (as 


David ſometimes did of the Sons of Zerviah) That they are too hard for him. 
Prelacy is not popular, but moderate Epiſcopacy is, and the more becauſe it 


is a healing Expedient for our broken times. The Biſhops depend intirely on 
the King, but he hath no dependance on them, no need of advantage from 


them. What if ſome intereſted Per ſons be diſcontented? The ſober of the 
Nation ( both Epiſcopal and Presbyterian) will have great contentment in 


the King's Prudence and Moderation. His Majeſty is a Prince by Nature: 


He is our Native King, and the delight of the Engliſh Nation, and may go- 
vern as he pleaſe, without fear or hazard, by continuing to ſhew himſelf a 


_ common Father. For there is none other upon whom the Intereſt of England can * 
bottom it ſelf, but our gracious dread Severaign, whoſe Houſe and Kingdom let 
the moſt High eſtabliſh througkout Generations, He hath all Hearts that are 


of ſober Principles earneſtly waiting upon him, longing and panting after 


his Moderation, and rejoicing in the begun Expreſſions thereof, and of 
which the Presbyterians have had ſo great expectation, that they wiſhed 
He were both King, Lords, and Commons, as to the ſettling of this grand 


Affair. 


g 


Ihe exceſſive Dominion of the Hierarchy, with the rigorous Impoſition 
of human Ceremonies, was Om much of the Malady of former 
„„ 1 | times, 


R ONSET. ©: * 
times. which ended in thoſe deadly Convulſions of Church and State. Do 
we here reproach our Mother the Church of 5 5 ? Inno wiſe, 
This National Church conſiſts of the Body of the Nation, combined in 
ithe Unity of Faith, and Subſtance of Divine Worſhip according to Gods 
Holy Word. But if the Church be taken in a more reſtrained ſenſe for the = 
Clergy or Miniſtry, yet ſo the Hierarchy is not the Church either formally 
or virtually. When as according to Cambdens Report, there are in Eng- 
land above nine thouſand four hundred Eccleſiaſtical Promotions, how 
comes all the Intereſt and Vertue of ſuch a numerous Clergy to be gather. 
eq up in fix and twenty Biſhops, with their reſpective Deans, and Chap- 
ters, and Arch. deacons? FFP 
And can the ſelf. ſame State and Frame of Eccleſiaſticks be now revived 
after ſo great and long continued Alterations, by which the Anti- prelatical 
Party is exceedingly increaſed and ſtrengthened? VFC 
 Macchiavel, whole Reaſon in things political may challenge regard, gives 
theſe two directions to a Prince to be alike obſerved for ſecuring his heredi- 
tary Dominions : Firſt, that he doth not tranſgreſs the Inſtitutions of his 
Anceſtors: Secondly, that he ſerve the time according to new occaſions ; | 
by which if a Prince be endued with ordinary Diligence in action, he will 
 _preſerye himſelf in his Principality. His Majeſty returns to the exerciſe 
of his Kingly Power after a long interruption in Government, and great al- 
teration in the State Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, And he hath this happy ad- 
vantage preſenting it ſelf to his Hand, that he may give general Satisfacti- 
on, by retaining the antient Epiſcopal Government, with ſome neceſſary 
variation conformable to theſe times, in abating the exceſs of former things, 
and qualifying the ſame with ſome temperate Ingredients. Certainly ic 
concerns an hereditary Prince, as to maintain the antient Conſticutions, ſo 
C to redreſs antient Grievances, and to cure inveterate Maladies. The Par- 
try diſlatisfied in former things, were not a Company of precipitate Muti- 
li © neers, but a Parliament of judicious and conſcientious Perſons and their 
Adherents, who for the major part never intended to diſſolve the Govern- 
ment, but have to their Power endeavoured and contrived the ſettling of 
theſe Nations on their antient Balls TM” 


SECT. XXXIV. The Sentiments of that Great Man the fork Chamois - 
Bacon concerning Chur ch. Government. . 8 


XI Oreover, this Diſſatisfaction in the old frame of the Eccleſiaſtical 
| «YA Government is not a Novelty of theſe times, as appears by thoſe 
prudent Conſiderations touching the better Pacification and Edification of 
1 tlie Church, preſented to K. 7ames by that moſt Learned Lord Verulam, 
ſometimes Lord Chancellor of England, who was no Presbyterian, nor 

Enemy to Epiſcopacy, in which are theſe Paſſages. | 


— 


There 


There be two circumſtances in the adminiſtration of Biſhops, wherein! 


confeſs I could never be ſatisfied. The one, the ſole exerciſe of their Au- 
thority; the other, the Deputation of their Authority. For the firſt, the 
Biſhop giveth Orders alone, excommunicateth alone, judgeth alone. This 


ſeems to be a thing almoſt without example in Government, and therefore 
not unlikely to have crept in in the degenerate aq erupe times. We ſee 


the greateſt Kings and Monarchs have their Counells, there is no Temporal 


Council in England of the higher fort, where the Authority doth reſt in 


one Perſon. Again he ſaith, Biſhops have their Infirmicies, and have no ex- 


ception from that general Malediction which is pronounced againſt all Men 
living, Ve ſoli, &c. Nay, we ſee the firſt Warrant in Spiritual Cauſes is 


directed to a number, dic Ecclefie, which is not ſo in Temporal Matters. 


Again, we ſee that the Biſhop of Rome (fas eſt & ab hoſte deceri, and no 


queſtion in that Church the firſt Inſtitutions are excellent) performeth all 


Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction as in Conſiſtory; and whereof conſiſtech this 
Conſiſtory, but of the Pariſh Prieſts of Rome, which term themſelves Car- 
_ dinals, 4 Cardinibus Mundi, becauſe the Biſhop thereof pretendeth to be u- 
niverſal over the whole World. Toucling the ſecond Point, the Deputa- 
tion of their Authority, he Nich, the Biſhop exerciſeth his Juriſdition by 
his Chancellor and Commiſſary Official, c. We ſee in all Laws in the 


World, Offices of Confidence and Skill cannot be put over, nor exerciſed 
by Deputy, except it be eſpecially contained in the Original Grant. There 


was never any Judg that made a Deputy. The Biſhop is a Judg, and of aa 
high nature: whence cometh it. that he ſhould depute, conſidering all Truſt 


and Confidence is perſonal and inherent, and cannot, or ought not to be 


tranſpoſed ? Surely in this again, 40 initio non fuit ita. But it is probable, . 


that Biſhops when they gave themſelves too much to the Glory of the 
World, and became Grandees in Kingdoms, and great Counſellors to 


Princes, then did they deleague their proper Juriſdiction, as things of too 


inferior a nature for their Greatneſs; and then after the Similitude of Kings 


% 


and Count Palatines, they would have their Chancellors and Judges. 


This and much more hath that great Scholar, Lawyer and Stateſman, 


obſerved in that excellent Difcourſe. 


Yea, our late Sovereign in his Diſcourſe, touching the differences be- 


tween himſelf and the two Houſes in point of Church-Government, de- 


clares in theſe Words, That he is not againſt the managing of the Epiſcopal 
Preſidency in one Man, by the joint Counſel and Conſent of many Pres- 


byters, but that he had offered to reſtore it, as a fit means to avoid thoſe 


Errors, and Corruptions, and Partialities, which are incident to any one 


Man ; alſo to avoid Tyranny, which becomes no Chriſtians, leaſt of all 


Churchmen: beſides, it will be a means to take away that Odium and Bur- 
den of Affairs which may lie too heavy on one Man's Shoulders, as he 


_ thought it did formerly on the Biſhops here. SECT. 
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* UN a = 75 05 of Pralacy, : ta the coalition of Epiſcopacy | 
and Presbytery in a due Temperament, bis Majeſty will be ſo far from 


BY, 


giving up, or weakning that Power and Influence, which in Right and 


Reaſon he ought to havg over Church and State, that he will thereby gain 
a {urer and a larger Inte Biſhops leſſened in Power, and. encreaſed in 
Number, and relident in the Churches, and duiy diſpenling the Word and 
Sacraments, are not like to alienate the Ring from- Parliaments, nor Par- 
liaments and People from the King, but will become more popular, and 
able to fix the Hearts of the People to Obedience and Loyalty. And this 
Popularity of Biſhops and Presbyters, being alone, without Potency, is 
no rational ground of Diſtruſt or Jealouſy cothe King. For their Influence 
upon others, will not be from Greatneſs of Power and Command, but from 


venerable Eſteem and Reputation, and that ſtands upon their prudent, pi- 


ous and peacedble Behaviour. Beſides, Iiis Mijeſty can ealily keep them in 
ſuch de FH ue on himſelf, as that he {hall not hold this Intereſt ar their 

Courte y. Do any ſuggeſt the Presbyterians may grow upon him? Surely 
there are and will be enough to ballance them. Certainly they have ſeen 15 
little good of changes, that a reaſonable. Condition, with Security, will 
be acceptable to them: " Undoubtedly. the Union of both Parties, by an 
equal Accommadation, is the Intereſt of Prince and People, the Strength 
and Stability of King and Kingdom. Let neither fide lay hold on preſent 
mutable advantages to preſs them too far; but let all confider what will 
ſtand. with all a laſting Tranquillity. And above all, let his Majeſty's Wil 


dom, who hath the high, concernment of three Kingdoms for himſelf and 


his Heirs for ever, lay a good and ſolid Foundation for the time to come. 

Finally, this Accommodation is the Intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt, the Re- 
dkemer and Head of the Church, in as much as it takes in and fecures 
thouſands of Godly able Otthodox Miniſters. thouſands and ten thouſands 
dt Godly peaceable Chriſtians, who otherwiſe might be rejected and op- 


preſſed.” And it may welſbe acceptable to the whole Chriſtian World; 


becaufe it bears conformity to the whole State of Chriſtendom, to the Fo- 
reigu Reformed Churches in Presbytery, to the reſt of the Churches in E- 
monty and to the antient Church next to the primitive Ties, in the 


ery; con 4 ol e adde. 


| 10 590 


FI 


I 15. 


